What’s the Next Step, America—along with everyone else? 
      13 November
What’s this America stuff when my bulletins are really supposed to be about the Middle East?

May I suggest that the globe has shrunken to such end-of-days proportions that when Israel sneezes, the White House is right there with a tissue (aka Kleenex) for either bold advice or base admonition as the pendulum may happen to swing.  Trans-Atlantic linkage these days is fairly interconnected. 
So we continue with a kernel of truth for personal consideration:  The following 9 minute video is a must see—not actually for its significance at the moment, but for understanding the bottom line for the whole of the bulletin. Therefore, click on and see it first. National Juggernaut: This Cartoon Seemed Far-Fetched in 1948.
If the URL doesn’t work (it may not for a few PC’s), here’s the same URL to copy and paste:  http://nationaljuggernaut.blogspot.com/2009/09/this-cartoon-seemed-far-fetched-in-1948.html 
If for some reason it won’t click on, the point of this bulletin will be largely blunted. A minimum explanation of the video, therefore, is that free enterprise has inundated America (and the rest of the West we might add) with extraordinary blessings—that is, blessings programmed by principle, and not by parasitical presumption.  Next, a snake-oil salesman comes along selling a potion to subtly destroy all those strategically sought goodies.  Remember, it doesn’t have to be America. It could be the UK, Ireland, Europe, Canada, RSA, Australia or any other beneficiary of blessing.  And for sure it has also been ancient Israel in generations gone by.
In the end, the good citizens of the land roll up their sleeves and run the snake-oil intruder out. 
But for our day, maybe yes; maybe no!
The fine print is that life is a mix. We can do the right thing for the wrong reasons; we can presume wrong reasons, and providentially end up with some unearned generosity; we can throw the baby out with the bath and all manner of naiveties, that sooner or later will generate some regret, even though not always immediate fire from heaven (aka barak in Hebrew). 
Nevertheless, the fine print in our above 9 minute video is that there is a difference in worshipping the Designer of a blessed life or worshipping the goodies He gives—a gap like heaven or hell for example!  
Israel of old—beginning in the book of Judges—would last about 40 years in keeping their hands clean, before they would again bow to the Baals of free choice, and of course unsurprisingly incur yet another round of judgment. And so they vacillated something less than brilliantly before the Almighty beginning with day one.
The reason Israel never really learned is the same scenario that America and the rest of a happy-go-lucky humanity never really learned.  We were not created for fun and games, but for faithfulness to His purposes. Nevertheless, the added goodies are a guarantee of His goodness, but hardly the goal for our existence!

 It’s a fine line, friends, a very fine line!  Now I like nice things as much as anyone else. But that’s not why I was born. Sadly, the idolatry of leaning to the good life seems to be endemic within our mother’s milk. So the name of the fence dividing faithfulness from folly is why? Why does Abba ask what He does, and why do I respond as I do? When you think about it, it is two worlds—two worlds apart.
And there’s a fair bit of Bible for this.

Going back to Jeremiah 1:16, he speaks out of “… their wickedness in forsaking me…and in worshiping what their hands have made.”
Psalm 115:4 queries, “why do the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’...but their idols are silver and gold made by the hands of men”. [Most of us are not into mining metals, but we would know that our hands-on culture has now catapulted gold to beyond $1000 an ounce!]
Psalm 135:15 reinforces it: “The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by the hands of men”.
Micah 5:13 declares, “You will no longer bow down to the work of your hands”.
And Hosea in 14:3 echoes, “We will never again say, ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made”.
Any connection to the above video re: “What our hands have made”?
Instead of recognizing the God that controls the accountability of the nations, do we bow before the Baal of human imagination!

Is this divine judgment?  What have we done?  What do I do?  What didn’t I do?  

Perhaps the problem of an evil nation is not as much the abortions that “they” allow or the “perversions” that “they” parade, or the God that “they” kicked out of school. Suppose it’s the Giver that most of us have ignored 98.6% of the time as we surf the tsunami of His benefits!

It may now be a bit too late to reverse the current judgment of the West, with Ft. Hood anarchy and Jihad treachery, but it’s not too late to personally repent.  

For starters America— and the rest of the West—are in some pretty tough times of economic testing, not to mention a few other harbingers of hatred that are hanging around.  Moreover at the moment, the reappearance of an arch type of a 21st century Pharaoh who “knew not Joseph” is breathing down everyone’s neck. 
So do we complain, fight the phenomenon, propose our own cultural solutions to fix it, get even, or perhaps—far more radically—take time out for some soul searching?
In the ferocious advance of the Babylonians on Jerusalem in around 590BC, God sent Jeremiah to tell the King that if he cooperated with the King of Babylon he would be spared. King Zedekiah was not exactly impressed. The crusty prophet was deemed a traitor and chucked into a black hole.  Then was then; now is now. But the name of the game is still to hear what the King of the Universe is telling us personally.

Then there is one other ancient prophecy from Deut 28: 49-50 that just won’t seem to go away for Israel or for anyone else:
“The Lord will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a nation whose language you will not understand, a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young.”
If Isaiah would have written this, it would have been about Assyria, aka Nineveh. If it were by Jeremiah, it would have been Babylon—straight on!  But it wasn’t.  Moses wrote it.  But for what culture, and what people? God doesn't say!
From the book of Revelation, could it be that figurative “deadly wound” nation or Middle East culture that was “restored” for the end-of-days?

Better check it out on a personal level with Abba. It may not be even what Fox is suggesting!
Israel will also be involved in some of our answers, but perhaps not just yet. Stay tuned—not to Fox exactly, but to the Lion of Judah!
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