5.051 Coming Soon to a Courtroom Near You?
In my first book, "Where Is the Body?" I offered the bizarre idea that those two witnesses in Revelation 11 might not be two men after all, as the verses that follow on clearly suggest. [See my Chapter 9, "Two Olive Trees"].  Now, 7 years on from publication, the Judeo-Christian tradition is clearly under the scrutiny of a Politically Correct microscope. And for those who care to notice, the handwriting on the wall has become far more legible. The Rev. 11 passage teaches neither the murder of two prophets, [which theory far too many Christians have swallowed with neither thinking nor blinking], nor does it teach the genocide of the two groups of believers that comprise the Olive Tree of Romans 11. 

But it can suggest a short-term silencing [3 ½ days in cryptic terms] of what the Judeo-Christian faithful believe about their God. The scenario continues a bit tense until a voice from Heaven calls out, "Come up here," at which point in time, things seem to become a bit more fruitful for the Judeo-Christian Olive Tree symbolism. And then the 7th Trumpet sounds!

Sorry, but if I've lost you, you ought to read both Bible chapters in the above paragraph, and reading Chapter 9 in my book wouldn't go amiss either. The bottom line is that Bible believers are headed for global confrontation possibly sooner rather than later. But if you don't have a love affair with the Good Book, you can go back to sleep and not wake up until later rather than sooner.

Let's get specific. Not long ago in Canada there was new legislation against publishing less-than-complimentary materials on homosexuality. That poses a question about what shall be done to that which has already been published a few thousand years ago in the Book of books. This certainly bears watching.

And most everyone in Australia knows about the indictment and first round conviction of the two evangelical pastors [former Muslims who thoroughly know their old system] who were trapped on tape recordings as "vilifying Islam" in preaching the Christian message. The judge said that the new Vilification Law has nothing to do with the truth of what they said, but rather the incitement it may create toward the adherents of Allah. Read: "If they don't like what you say they can get you." That would particularly deal a bitter blow against the preaching in Acts by Apostles Paul and Peter. Never mind what they slur about Christianity in the comedies and booby box talk shows, anti-Judeo-Christian tirades in the mosques or even profanity on the street for that matter! That doesn't count.

Nor is the prayer-in-schools issue, decrying the 10 Commandments or condemning Bible texts on public terrain only a recent phenomenon in the USA. Unless you haven't noticed, the gloves have long been on, and the slide over past decades has been irreversibly downhill.

But this MEAL bulletin isn't only about the Christian West. It's more on the deteriorating position of the God-fearing Jews of Israel. I've been on this melody for my last several bulletins, but the crisis is not going away, it’s escalating. But deflecting reality to refocus on the lesser pains [or the greater gains] of the hour is hardly a wise way to go.  The noose around the God-fearing communities of Israel is getting ever tighter.

I think back about those 2 beleaguered disciples on the Emmaus Road crying their eyes out because they thought 1948 and 1967 was what they were waiting for. [Pardon my RMV: Revised Millennial Version!] Well, let's not go down that same road of despair again. But the reason I send out these bulletins is so that we not be caught out, but that we are awake, informed and doing what the King expects of us in this precarious hour.

Below are 2 more reports - one short, one medium - of the latest developments on the expulsion of the Jews from Gaza. Your minimum response should be prayer and plenty of it. A step beyond that is to pause a few moments and contemplate your Judeo-Christian roots in the current global setting, and get a better grasp on what the Hebrew Prophets have been telling us for years.

                                                                  Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
 
A brief excerpt by Author Barry Chamish on his email posting of 15.04.05:
A young boy - aged 17, eleventh grader who took part in a demonstration against the Gaza withdrawal, has been abducted by Ramle police and his whereabouts are unknown. Only after intensive work was it discovered that he is still under arrest by the Ramle Police investigators. The police have not reported the arrest of this minor to his parents nor to the Public Defender as required by law.

Also: The Chaneni organization helps people who are under political arrest. They report that 33 people, including 5 minors have been moved to a new section of Maasiyahu prison, of these, only a few were arrested at the anti- disengagement demonstration on the Ayalon Highway - all the rest were picked up in Tel Aviv because of their religious outward appearance. Among them were a religious soldier who was arrested walking in Tel Aviv as well and a ten-year-old religious boy on his way to his grandfather's house. 

And another eye-opener on the lateness of the hour by author Michael Freund:

A chilling pre-disengagement pattern of harassment   Jerusalem Post, 14.04.05
After listening to the joint press conference between President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon on Monday, I curled up in front of my laptop ready to pen a blistering critique of the premier and his plan to withdraw from Gaza. But as the words began to flow, so did my perspiration, as I began to consider some of the heavy-handed tactics now being used against critics of the withdrawal.

In recent weeks especially, there have been a growing number of incidents in which those opposed to the plan, or even those merely assumed to hold such views, have found themselves and their most basic of freedoms trampled upon.

Take, for example, the mass arrest of dozens of Orthodox Jewish youth this past Sunday after protesters blocked Tel Aviv's Ayalon highway for several minutes.

According to various reports, many of those detained by the police had nothing to do with the demonstration. They were arrested simply because they were religious and happened to be in the vicinity of the protest. This included a 10-year-old boy wearing a kippa, and a religious soldier in uniform.

Several teenage kids in the area were said to have been taken to police stations and held incommunicado for hours without their parents receiving notification, as required by law.

There have also been a number of instances in which people standing on street corners and holding signs against the Gaza withdrawal were taken away by police - for no apparent reason other than exercising their right to protest peacefully.

In one case, a 14-year-old girl was arrested a few weeks ago and held for 24 hours in police custody without being allowed to see her parents. She was denied access to her medications, even though she suffers from chronic asthma and was at risk of a potentially dangerous asthma attack.

With less than 100 days to go until the proposed Gaza withdrawal, something terribly frightening is happening here in Israel. Some of the tactics being employed by the authorities simply have no place in a democratic society, calling into question their underlying commitment to that most fundamental of civil liberties - the right to disagree with government policy.

Now I don't consider myself an alarmist; nor do I belong to the category of those who employ frenzied language to get a point across. But I don't think it is exaggerating to say that many people opposed to the withdrawal are starting to wonder whether they can truly express themselves without fear.

Earlier this month, late one night, a prominent activist involved in organizing buses for people to visit Jewish communities in Hebron and Gaza was arrested at his home in the center of the country and held into the early hours of the morning. It remains unclear why he was taken into custody, other than to frighten and intimidate him.

Things have reached the point where even people who "look" like they might be going to a protest can find themselves receiving special attention from the security forces.

This past Monday evening, a busload of Jews from Samaria was stopped by police as it made its way toward the Gush Dan area to deliver Pesach goods to needy families. According to eyewitnesses, the police refused to let the bus continue on its way, claiming that it posed a "potential threat that may lead to the blocking of roads and other protest actions."

Only after being held up for 90 minutes were the 50 passengers allowed to continue with their charitable undertaking.

Say what you will about Sharon's plan to withdraw, there can be no excuse for such tactics. If it were just a matter of an isolated incident or two, it could perhaps be dismissed as an aberration. But the sad fact is that there is clearly a pattern at work, one in which innocent Israeli citizens are being harassed and/or silenced because of their political views.

Of course, you won't read a great deal about this in much of the mainstream media; and don't expect to hear any of Israel's myriad human rights groups speaking up against this worrisome phenomenon. Their commitment to principle seems to extend only to those who share their liberal point of view.

But that should not deter the rest of us from speaking out, if only to ensure that Israel's democracy remains vibrant and strong. Just because someone wears a kippa or holds a placard opposing the withdrawal from Gaza, it does not make him an "extremist" or "threat" to the country's future.

I thought twice about whether to submit this column, but realized in the end that I simply had no choice. Because if we ever reach a point where we can no longer legitimately criticize the prime minister and his policies without fear of reprisal, something will truly have gone wrong in Zion.

The only way to ensure that never occurs is to stand up without fear for what we know in our hearts to be true - that the Land of Israel belongs to the people of Israel, and to no one else.

                                          [Michael Freund served as an aide to former Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu.]


