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As we have been viewing the current crisis in a 57-year old Israel re-gathered and a 38-year old Jerusalem restored, there are a lot of dark clouds closing in on every side. Two questions loom large: What's going on, and why?

The first "What?" will be probed in the first two of three short and somewhat abridged excerpts below from three center-stage voices in Israel today: The rabbis, the mamas and the thinkers.

The "Why?" will be answered in the third excerpt by researcher, analyst and editor, Arieh Stav.

I didn't mention the "extremists" among those voices because the meaning of that word is currently up for grabs. Extremists by today's definition is anyone who takes exception to what the media tells us, and who number anywhere from 10% to 50% of the public who don't buy into their politically correct propaganda. Many such "marginals" have the bizarre tendency to believe the Bible, and a God that has sovereignty over the governments of the globe. In Israel "extremists" number between 47%-74% depending on the number of weeks since the last bus bombing!

I realize we are all far too "busy" to waste much time on long-term consequences, yet I do implore you give the following three excerpts some serious reflection, and above all, give the summary your undivided attention.

Rabbis: Sharon has Declared War on God.            BFP Weekly Update, 4 April 2005

The government of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has declared war on God and His Word by relinquishing its birthright in the Gaza Strip and Samaria in return for a false peace, senior Israeli rabbis said on April 3rd.

Rabbis David Meir Druckman and Dov Valfa called on those opposed to Sharon's Disengagement Plan to increase their efforts to thwart the plan and not to fear imprisonment.  "We will do everything we can in this war of God to prevent the expulsion and destruction, and with God's help, we will be the first to go to prison," the rabbis wrote in a letter circulated to the Israeli media…[Following] Passover, the leaders of the anti-retreat movement would "issue clear instructions and practical suggestions regarding what each person can do (without violence of course) for this sacred cause."

They said "hundreds of thousands of Israelis" were prepared to take part in this effort and accused the government of declaring "war on G-d and His Torah..." "Sharon is about to destroy Israel and place millions of Jews in grave danger," their letter stated.

Indeed, senior IDF (Israel Defense Force) officials anticipate a full renewal of Palestinian terrorist hostilities against Israel's Jews immediately following the planned withdrawal from Gaza and northern Samaria…"Yediot Ahronot" military correspondent Alex Fishman wrote on April 3rd that the IDF's Central Command is already preparing for a huge increase in Palestinian Arab violence emanating from Judea and Samaria and focusing on Israel's coastal plain. The coming wave of terror, however, is expected to be more intense than the previous four years…

The inherent dangers notwithstanding, Sharon is unlikely to reconsider what has become the cornerstone of his government policies. "The government is obsessed with showing that it's carrying out the expulsion," despite the fact "it's not clear what happens next," Likud MK David Levy said at a meeting of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee on April 4.


                        



           [Jerusalem Newswire, www.jnewswire.com, April 4, 2005]

And the next excerpt is: "Careful, Mr. Sharon” by Jerusalem Post columnist, Ellen Horowitz, with her bit of Texan-ese:

This week Sharon was shootin' from the lip and spoutin' words of war in the Lone Star State. But he done got his enemies mixed up. He told an NBC interviewer: "The tension here, the atmosphere here, looks like the eve of civil war." "All my life I was defending the life of Jews. Now, for the first time, I am taking steps to protect me from Jews," our premier told the Today show. 

Imagine that - slanderin' your own people before the international media. Why is it that pro-disengagement advocates seem to be salivating over the prospect of civil war? The media is yapping over reported dissension within settler ranks, and the security services are howling about doomsday scenarios.  In point of fact, a bloody civil war is not something the anti-disengagement crowd is plotting. What the government is currently facing, and will continue to face, is a nonviolent, popular movement of Zionist-oriented civil disobedience. 

…We plan to take the country back and keep it safe and secure for our posterity…our collective response is intended to be solid, unwavering, intensely passionate, creative, spirited, timely and wise. That would apply to our street protests as well as our written and spoken presentations. And that's how it should be for anyone who values the people, Torah and Land of Israel, and intends to lead this nation in the future. 

I'll let you in on something else. We will be here in Eretz Israel long after Sharon, Shimon Peres, Mahmoud Abbas, George W. Bush and Kofi Annan have passed from the scene (that's a fact, not incitement). But we're going to resist Sharon's plan as if there were no tomorrow, knowing full well that, as Jews, we're immersed in an ongoing struggle.

It's the awareness that there will be a tomorrow - and the next day, and the next - that will give us the stamina to endure this struggle indefinitely, whereas the rest…will be all tuckered out. Our goal…is to hold the ground we have while moving forward by choosing life and being active participants in evolving Jewish history.  Our challenge is to survive physically, mentally and spiritually…as a collective Jewish people.

Now a word of warning to Mr. Sharon: Be careful about that civil war talk. I'm on record for being an extremist when it comes to nonviolence (so please don't drag this mama off for questioning - at least not until I clean my freezer for Pessah). Don't create mythical monsters in order to discredit legitimate opposition. And don't take the most productive and finest segment of the population, demonize them, push them into a corner and trample them.

Ten months ago I penned an op-ed in The Jerusalem Post entitled "No to civil war among the Jews." I wrote: "Ariel Sharon is the second prime minister in a decade who has brought the Jewish nation to the brink by employing questionable, undemocratic and callous means to push forth a contentious agenda. The opportunity for civil debate has been frustrated due to corruption, lies and betrayal within the system... The prime minister has chosen to use the security apparatus and media to orchestrate a direct confrontation with those adhering to Zionist values."

[The writer and her family live on the Golan Heights. She is a painter, columnist and author of the upcoming book, The Oslo Years - A Mother's Journal.] 

And now the final few paragraphs are lifted from a disturbing analysis: The Planned Ethnic Cleansing and Some of Its Consequences by Arieh Stav, (April 2005). We begin with his mid-report sub-title: Why?

To the question "why", it is apparently only possible to respond using pathological tools inherent to the Jewish soul, and that too, is uncertain as Jewish pathology is also an unusual phenomenon in the entirety of the Chosen People's mental afflictions. It is customary to posit that in times of distress, the public chooses the one among them who is head and shoulders above the rest  [as in] the cases of Churchill, De-Gaulle and Roosevelt. Why the Jewish people choose specifically its destroyers and demolishers to lead them towards a national holocaust, that is a riddle with no solution, as it is unprecedented in the history of nations. However, Sharon's case is unusual, even relative to the frauds and opportunists, which the Jewish people have chosen to rule over them. The reference is to the aspect of corruption from the "Sycamore Farm mafia" school.

Shimon Peres, to his credit, documented his spiritual transformation from a sane Zionist to the "New Middle East" in a book bearing that title... [His] philosophy -- moonstruck and pathetic though it may be -- is nevertheless a systematic code in which he communicates his spiritual world to the public…[while] Sharon changed his stripes overnight with no explanation. The few statements of blather, which he released to a few journalists (interviews on the eve of the Jewish New Year or his speech at the Herzliya Conference), are not even an insult to the intelligence, as Sharon never responds to the questions asked anyway. Thus, by means of elimination, there is only one plausible explanation, which MK Zvi Hendel pithily characterized: "The depth of the evacuation equals the depth of the investigation". Below is the account, which Hendel, who was then Deputy Education Minister, claims to have received from one of the participants:

"The Depth of the Evacuation Equals the Depth of the Investigation"
In late 2003, distressing information reached Dov Weisglas, esq., Sharon's attorney and chief of staff: The contents of the revised indictment against Dudi Appel in the Greek Island matter. The revised indictment stated that Gilad Sharon had received an astronomical salary for relatively marginal consultancy services in the mega-deal in which the contractor sought to purchase the Greek Island of Petrocolus for the purpose of building one of the largest vacation sites in the world there. In paying that salary to Gilad Sharon, Appel apparently sought to obtain assistance from the Prime Minister himself in consummating the deal.

Weisglas was distraught. He understood perfectly the connotation of "bribery" the legal term for the deal described above. He shared his concerns with the "farm forum", the Prime Minister's support group, which would regularly meet on the farm [i.e. Sharon's "Sycamore Farm]: His sons, Omri and Gilad, Weisglas, public relations consultant Eyal Arad and others.

Weisglas was determined: "If the indictment includes the section about bribery, we are in a lot of trouble. We must take a drastic step to stop this course of action". The question was what is that "significant step", which would be able to stop the indictment snowball. "Look, Arik", Weisglas said, "You have no choice. There are many precedents in the world when a leader of a nation undertakes a significant national enterprise investigations against him are closed. That is your chance".

For a moment, a proposal was raised to go to war, however that was immediately rejected. It was clear that the Left would not forgive Sharon, with his problematic past in that area, for going to war. "We need a political initiative", Weisglas said.

Then Eyal Arad said: "Arik, go for a total evacuation of the Gaza Strip. The Right will support you on that issue because they have already become accustomed to the idea. Everyone hates Gaza and no one will oppose an action of that sort. It will extract you from the legal muddle. It is the easiest step to market to the public. Come on, go for it".

Sharon disagreed. "Have you gone mad?" he asked those present, "The settlement there is a strategic asset. I truly believe that. It was but a few months ago that I explained that to Mizna".

The discussion ended with no decision. Time passed, the apparent bribery story gained momentum in the media. The "farm forum" sought a different step, which would be dramatic enough to dissuade the Attorney General from pursuing his plan to indict, but found none. Three weeks later, the "farm forum" reconvened. This time it was the turn of Gilad, Sharon’s “right-wing" son who was considered to be the smart one in the family, to be the primary speaker. "Father", he said to him, "We have no choice. Nothing else can save us. We must go for an evacuation of the Gaza Strip".

This time, the father agreed with his son. Shortly thereafter, on February 2, 2004, Sharon announced his "disengagement plan". It goes without saying that his action was successful. From that date on, the Greek Island matter disappeared from the public agenda and Sharon became a media darling and a cultural hero of the extreme Left.

As there is no other plausible explanation for the phenomenon of a man who in one fell swoop tramples everything in which he believed, which is, not coincidentally, the essence of Zionism there is no avoiding the conclusion that Sharon sold out the Land of Israel for personal gain. Quisling and Petain would be blushing in shame.

[Arieh Stav is the editor of Nativ. The reader can find a more comprehensive analysis of the Jewish pathology in his book The Israeli Death Wish, Modan Publishers, 1998 (Hebrew).]

But even if these are the disturbing secrets of Ariel Sharon, why has a professed praying, Bible committed man like George W. Bush been so spellbound to be the first US President to even suggest dividing the Land of the Bible with the direct descendants of the Hamans and Herods [i.e. both descendents Esau] who were the Idumaean ancestors of the so-called Palestinians of our day? Suffice it to say that volumes have been published [we have overflowing files] of the generational bonds between the Bush dynasty and the House of Saud, with the Royals of Riyadh making chummy calls-ins at Crawford, Texas. And to make matters even more uncomfortable, the highly heralded "Road Map" can be directly traced to be nothing more than a previous page of the infamous Saudi Plan for the ultimate elimination of Israel from Middle-East maps. Not to worry. Those sanctified sons of Saud would never harm a flea [I said fleas—not people in the WTC] among their beloved allies in the USA! We won’t even think about their long-lost heartbeat cousins just a few miles to the north in the Gulf of Aqaba!

But even stranger things have happened from the ancient "King Ahabs" of Israel, all the way to some of the more recent residents of the Whitehouse! Those moments of truth reveal that all too often the people we thought we could trust have many other far-flung agendas far more important than looking after the use-bys that elected them!

The discovery of being cheated by those you infinitely trusted does one of two things. The modern Esaus among us propose to go it alone without the god who no longer exists, while the Jacobs wrestle on, crying: "Baruch haba b'shem Adonai" --  "Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord."

I'll go for the latter. He can't come any too quickly! That's my prayer; that's my life.

                                                          Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
