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     April 30

Where do we find bona fide references to Good Luck and Bad Luck in the Scriptures? Just to save you some time, there aren't any.

If we can't find any, how about a better translation to a more Creator ordered level?

What earthlings call Good Luck is noted in the Scriptures as Blessings. 

What mortals call Bad Luck is cited in the Bible in at least 4 different categories:

1.  God's curse. Not too difficult to get our heads around that one!  They blew it.  He knew it!

2.  God's testing. Check that one out with Job or Joseph.

3.  Rescue from dire circumstances: Like missing your flight and cursing your "bad luck" 
     until you learn that your hoped-for plane  had crashed. 

4.  Development of maturity. Hopefully that's coming!

So is there really such an animal as bad luck and good luck?  Not a chance!

With that bedrock principle established, the true believer should be aware that Abba gives us a myriad of daily clues we must be sure never to miss.

Like the last time we were flying into Tel Aviv and I noticed a white bit of twisted edge from my napkin that had fallen into my lap. Then I looked closer. I couldn't believe my eyes! It was in the form of a perfect Chet, the 8th letter of the Hebrew alphabet. But the real significance of Chet known across Israel is that it is the first letter of Chai (life) and that very letter is often worn as jewelry to signify life, the most precious bedrock of the Jewish people!  

Chance? You've got to be kidding!

And then there was my birthday a few weeks ago. My wife and I slipped out to our private little dinner date known only to us. We left our order at the counter and the cashier pulled out the next-in-line chrome holder with our order number, so the waiter could find our table. It just "happened" to be 77. Guess how old I was!

I told her of our “party” and quipped with her how "thoughtful" she was to give me the exact number of my year. But the really thoughtful one was, of course, Abba.  I looked up and signaled appreciation of His unwavering watchfulness as we went to our table.

And then there was the MEAL bulletin I wrote in September 2005 on Katrina's Days are Numbered. Some of you will remember that one. If not, bring it up now on the URL. Not too much happenstance on that one either!  More of Abba’s incredible precision!

And then there is the unique surfacing of cues from unexpected places like flowers that trigger a private message from Abba, birds clicking on a personal meaning, or relevant rainbows just at the unique moment that we need them! I think most of you will know just what I mean.

Having established that, we now get to the crucial nudge of 2300…

I'm quite familiar with the Book of Daniel including the prophecy chapters of Daniel 7 and 8. Since a wee prod in January, I've been doing a bit of review on both chapters. In chapter 7 we have the vision of the 4 beasts representing global kingdoms of yesteryear (not to mention the days to come as well). And there was the beast "most terrible" and the little horn that surfaced and took the place of 3 other horns, and all such manner of exciting stuff. 

And then, shifting in time to chapter 8, there is the prophecy of Alexander the Great, and the Medes and the Persians which was explained in the last half of chapter 8, or we wouldn't even be sure about that detail. All of that is valuable, but we're not going to get into that.

Almost parenthetically between the first part of chapter 8 and the last half is 8:13-14: Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?" He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be re-consecrated."

So what's with 2300?  

This happens to be the sole mention of 2300 in the Bible. I teach repeatedly, “Give me 2 or 3 witnesses and not just a single verse!”  But I think that the context here serves us much more than just a single mention.

On Jan 8, 2008, an article Public Statement of Alarm was published by Stan Goodenough, a Christian journalist colleague in Jerusalem. I suggest you click it on and read the whole thing. Especially note the final number in his url: http://www.jnewswire.com/articles / print/2300.  It has nothing directly to do with Daniel, but has everything to do with Abba who gives his kids clues and even blessings from time to time.   

The article is about Israel's PM Ehud Olmert making the ridiculous statement that he can "almost see the hand of God" behind the [crazy] idea being pushed upon Israel by the nations of the world: that a 23rd Muslim Arab state—Palestine—be established in the heart of this already tiny little land."

This brings to mind a semi-literate King Belshazzar in Daniel chapter 5 who saw God's hand, but couldn't read His message. Also note the specific number of a 23rd Arab State which will add a tad of significance as we get to the end of this bulletin!

But lo and behold, on the heels of that article, a second article entitled Obama Plans to Organize a Muslim Summit by Ed Lasky in the American Thinker and entered on the web, but this time on a Jewish website: http://www.israelunitycoalition.org/news/article.php?id= 2300.  Again note the final number in the web address, and again, click on to the full account [in blue above] if you haven't seen it before. I had also included this report by Lasky in my own Feb 28, 2008 MEAL bulletin, Here We Go Already  At this point, I had noted the intrigue of 2300, having recalled the verse in Daniel, but had no clue that it had also been a repeat sequence number from the Jan 8 Goodenough bulletin 3 weeks earlier.

So what?  What does 2300 mean anyway? 

Let's return to Chapter 8 verse 14, "He said to me, 'It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be re-consecrated.' " 

Let’s tie that together with what Daniel also prophesied in 12:11, "From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1290 days.  Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1335 days."

Yeshua also quotes this twice in Mt. 24:15, "So when you see standing in the Holy Place, 'the abomination that causes desolation', spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand-then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains."  Mark 13:14 is basically the same quote.

Pseudo prophetic houses are sometimes built on shifting sands, e.g. the presumption of a phantom anti-Christ that will come along to desecrate a non-existent temple! What if the real temple was already desecrated some 1300 years ago? That would mean that we may be a bit closer to the final curtain call than we thought!

Enter: The Dome of the Rock.

Encyclopedia Britannica says Abd al Malik the 9th Caliph, built it from 685 to 691AD.

Wikipedia says Abd al Malik, the 9th Caliph, built it in 687 to 691AD. Close enough I reckon.

Bible believers can come up with nothing more abominable than a Monument of Triumph being erected over the ruins of the Holy of Holies of the temple of the Living God. And that by His sworn enemy from the Garden of Eden onward!

Moreover, the entire land has been a backwater of desolation from the time the daily sacrifice was abolished in 70AD, and subsequently followed up with the Dome of the Rock  around 685AD, until the Jews began to return in the late 1800's.

So what is supposed to happen after those 1290 days (i.e. years in prophetic symbolism) in Daniel 12:11?  

The equation, 685 + 1290 = 1975  happens to miss one very significant event by a mere 8 years.   

The year 1975 is of little interest, missing the 6-Day War in 1967 by 8 years.

So suppose we try 677AD instead of 685AD.   [677 + 1290 = 1967]  That's more interesting!

In 1967 Jerusalem came back to the Jews for the first time in nearly 2000 years. But the Ancient of Days is a better shot than that! May we note that in the 14 years between 671AD and 685AD, no less than 5 Caliphs grappled for the coveted Islamic leadership prior to the creation of the Dome of the Rock? Who knows which preceding authority "set in motion" the Abomination as early as 677? 

Abba does!  The die for the mosque of “triumph” may well have been cast as early as 677 AD!

Yeshua said no man knows the day or the hour, and I am quick to add, "…or the year".  I'm not a date-setter!  I'm an-outside-the box biblical researcher, and above all, a watchman!

So we don't know the exact details of 677 AD, but we do know what came about in 685-691 AD, and we're close enough in the ball park to keep a very close eye from 2008 on.

And Daniel 12:9 also says: "…the words are closed and sealed until the time of the end".  

Yet there's much more hidden in Daniel 12:11, i.e. the addition of 45 more days (years) that will take 1290 days up to 1335.  [45+1967=2012] 

So is there anything goose-bumpy about 2012?  In the last several weeks, I've heard about 3 or 4 unsolicited "predictions" from non-related Christian sources that 2012 would be a year to watch for fulfillment of prophecy. I failed to record why or where their sources were coming from?

Again I note that I'm a bit of a skeptic for date setting. Someone is bound to make an unfulfilled prediction for every year. That way they can't miss!  So I don't readily jump at everything the armchair loopies, from self-styled prophets to Nostradamus, have to suggest—or even the Mayan Calendar that says the world can be expected to turn a bizarre corner in 2012!  But I am an analyst to research the data from a rising tide of information, and above all, take seriously the One who said. "What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch"!  So let's watch this next bit.

What happened in 288BC?  Dunno!  

When did Daniel pen Chapter 8 verse 14?  Dunno that either!  

But we do know that most Bible scholars presume that his prophecy was written around 500BC, near the return from the Babylonian exile.  However, others put it much later, as late as the Maccabean era around 165BC.  Did he write chapters 8 through 12 the same time he wrote Chapters 5 and 6?  We don't know that either. But the year 288BC is found somewhere midway between these two most researched suggestions.  True, it well may be sheer speculation, but nevertheless it's not too far off from when Daniel wrote at least part of his prophecy, and not necessarily when he saw his visions.

Just for fun let's subtract 288 from 2300 and come up with 2012 again.  Could be interesting!  But I find it even more worthy of note that in January of this year, the number 2300 just "happened" to designate the two significant above-cited bulletins on two crucial issues of  the times in which we live—one by a Jewish editor and one by a Gentile journalist. One is about the cynical ploy to divide Jerusalem and cede the eternally deeded land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to Jew-loathing Amalek. The other is about the creeping rise of global Islamic influence. 

These two chilling journalistic reminders were unrelated and unwitting inclusions of that lone cryptic number noted by Daniel some 2300 years ago! Did it only drop hints to me? If it was from Nostradamus, I'd scoff. But in my years with Abba, it totally reminds me of His patterned way of slipping clues to His followers that He's "been there, planned that". We're on course!

So what's going to happen in 2012?  Who knows? We watch!  

But if the math and statistical improbability fail to nudge us, may we recall that 2300 hours in military time signals the 11th hour, while for any who desire dealing in lower digits, PM Olmert's "…hand of God in a 23rd Islamic State" hints of that same cryptic 11th hour with even less ink!


Moreover, as we began, real life with Abba is a continuum of Creator-connected precision, and I must sympathetically sigh at those inane concepts of chance, coincidence and "bad luck".   

As a "Watchman on the wall", I'm ready and I'm watching"

                                                                  Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
