7.051  A Time to be Silent and a Time to Speak
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Notwithstanding a number of new net-surfers climbing on board, I have originally had 2 groups of people reading these bulletins. The smaller group has followed our ministry of Bible translation, literacy, medical services, community development and church planting in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea for over 40 years and has, in fact, been a vital part of it.  

The more recent following, and a much larger one, has responded with an interest in South Pacific Island Ministries for less than 20 years and most of them for that matter—much, much less.

The former group knows a historic Jerusalem of biblical significance. The latter one knows it as an end-of-days rediscovery of magnetic proportions, the old and the new, the good and the bad, anachronistically shaken together like an oil in water suspension of pain, perversion and terror on one hand and the gloriousness of a brilliant eternity on the other. The mixture is apt to separate for a time, yet the city’s very stones are the intriguing arena of tomorrow.

Which brings us to a response to one of my recent bulletins by a puzzled friend of yesteryear. He asked a reasonable question:  “Don’t you think that our energy is better spent in trying to win souls for the Lord than chasing political or anti-Muslim fires?”
That’s what my brother apparently seems to see in looking into the kaleidoscope of our four decades of ministry-pebbles of the past, now tumbling together with other shiny stones of new beginnings. But in reality it’s not all that disconnected. 

With regard to winning souls, some 10,000 re-born believers who we left behind in the Highlands of PNG are now, as mature believers, continuing to do just that. Moreover, multitudes more of non-Pacific Islanders are moving in massive revivals across the Third World also spreading the message. Ironically, it was the discovery of an honest to goodness biblical Jerusalem on this planet that stirred revivals throughout PNG in the early 1990’s that continue to this day. I suggest you carefully read the article on our Website: Third World Awakening: Greek Roadblocks or a Hebraic Road 

And with regard to Muslim fires, the essence of quite a few of my recent bulletins is hardly anti-Muslim as such. We just received a rewarding report of Muslims in the Middle East coming to Yeshua, and we must underline their personal recognition of not just their own “King,” but the King of the Jews. The problem is not Muslims, but rather the mushrooming specter of Islam that chains them.

I recently ended a bulletin with the admonition of our Lord to watch.  Watch for who’s coming back!  But until He does, better keep watch on your own back as well. He Himself said it: “Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” Unfortunately most of the Western World, and particularly the church, are not really up on that one!

But with regard to ministry turning a corner, there are several verses in Ecclesiastes 3 that summarily remind us:  “There is a time to plant and a time to uproot…a time to keep and a time to throw away.” 

In the past two decades the entire globe has turned a corner never to return again.  And in our own returning from a ministry in Third World transformation to a ministry of reawakening the Western Church, she also had better note what has been happening.  Certain not-to-be-found-in-the-Bible last day theories are also gone forever.  After 2000 years, Jerusalem is once again front and center stage, and true to her past, blood is still being spilled in her streets. 

And hardly with a mindset of gloom and doom, but rather with regard to ultimate victory, I can best cite the renowned black preacher whose message of hope rang out again and again on one Good Friday of bygone days: “It’s Fraide; Sunday’s a- comin!”

But the bottom line for the West is that judgment is also a-comin!  My Bible says it, and so does yours!  Some 40 years ago Billy Graham preached that if God didn’t judge America soon, He was going to have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.  Now look at us!

God told Ezekiel that in a time of judgment (famine was the first specific mention) that if the men, Noah, Daniel and Job were still around, they could save only themselves. For the rest, it was too late. Read the whole context in Ezek 14:12-23. That of course was ancient Israel, and the church-going, self-doting Western World couldn’t be all that bad—or could it? 

Better check out the prophets. It makes some sobering reading!

The prophet Amos wrote that the judgment of famine in the land would not be a famine of bread but of hearing the words of the Lord.  Now a lot of fine books are being written and sermons preached on spiritual improvement, spiritual highs, dreams and visions, prosperity and power, mending relationships and mending fences. Now these are realistic issues from the 80’s but are they addressing self-centered spirituality (read: sanctified humanism) of the last 2 decades?  Do we really sense the tsunami of persecution waiting in the wings of the—not one but two— anti-God contenders now vying for world control?  Do we realize that spiritual chicken soup for the soul may not quite cut it in days to come, and the purpose driven wallet may not impress terrorists?  

If tribulation began with the stoning of Stephen in the apostolic days, (and there is no reason to assume that it did not), and on through the atrocities of Rome and the torture of both Jews and Bible-believing Christians across the Dark Ages, and the six million souls that were gassed in Hitler’s hellish 6-year systematic devastation of the Jew, where were the faithful counters of 7-year segments in those days? 

In 1994 alone some 800,000 primarily Christians were butchered in Rwanda. In 1979 and again in 2004 Uganda featured in more of the same. Tens of thousands of Christians have been massacred over the same period by Islamic Indonesia, and since 2003, 200,000 more Christians have been starved and slaughtered in Dafur by the same avengers of Allah. And we ought also to note the over 1000 Israelis blown apart in terrorist bombings since the 1st Intifada. A report just in today was the 40% increase of people who died worldwide in terrorist attacks in 2006 over 2005. And that’s only a fraction of the global genocide since 1948. But how could any of this ever count as “tribulation” since it involves those “unknowns” from overseas and has nothing to with self-centered me!

One of the most misguided assumptions of the last 177 years is that the much-touted “Great Tribulation” will last for tenure of 7 years only. Unfortunately you will never find that in the Bible.

That notion was conceived from “insights” into the cryptic calculations of Daniel’s prophecies, over a century before the miraculous 1948 return of the Jews to their ancient homeland. That pivotal event alone gave entirely new bearings on ancient prophecy. Moreover, the last 7 decades (not years!) of unprecedented anarchy such as “never was and never will be” also includes the mounting blood of modern day martyrs crying from the ground. And we’re still here!

Of course, statistics don’t count if those perishing unfortunates spill their blood beyond my own sanctified shores! It’s amazing that the die-hards never realized that Daniel (and fellow prophets) were writing about the Land of Promise where it all started and where it will all soon finish. That is why the Pacific Islands and most of the Third World are so bubbly about Jerusalem. They don’t look upon themselves as the center of the Universe!

So with a bit of new found humility, it should come as no surprise that the Ancient of Days didn’t center his end-of-days focus on the turf of the most-recent newcomers of a mere 200-300 years tenure. We’d better thank God we’re even invited to participate in His ancient Plan! Moreover, the above bit of insight on uncharted end-of-days itineraries is not to freak anyone out with visions of blood on your new carpet, but the preferred Biblical solution is to hide in your heart gems like Psalm 91, Psalm 122, Psalm 125, Hebrews 13:5-6 and a host of other cover-to-cover promises. Much better than Daniel’s cryptic calculator! 

Anyway, before we go, let’s look at the work of Yeshua ever so closely just one more time. In the Garden of Gethsemane He wept in agony, “Father, if there’s a way, could I get out of here for this one?”  You know the rest of it. He had work to do! He stayed on.

So for one and all who want to get out of here before “Mount Mecca” blows up, that’s not quite the way Yeshua finished it off.  He had the others to take care of first.

So do we.

Abba has a massive program planned for Hebrew Happy Hour one of these days and climbing out over the wall in Gethsemane is not quite the best way to help!

“…a time to mourn and a time to dance.” 

                                                                         Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
