Zion Can Wait…But Will She?
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There are two nations still battling it out in Rebekah's womb these days. This time we're not referring to Jacob and Esau, even though their conflict is now rising to a crescendo the ancient sages had never seen. (If I've already lost you, have a quick look at Genesis 25:23 and the surrounding scenario.)

But Mama Rebekah can equally symbolize two other global mentalities in another age and another time. Like ours!  Let's call one of the new contenders Democratic Freedoms and his twin might be Monitoring the Dawn of the Day of the Lord. Not unlike Jacob and Esau, the two lads will never turn out to be the best of friends!

Moreover as believers in an Abba with a Plan, we have been given—along with a myriad of gifts and related responsibilities—the minimum assignment of being Watchmen.

In Mark 13:37 the Son of Man in speaking of His return—about which he spoke a good deal more than he did of democratic freedoms—gave a clear cut instruction:  "What I say unto you, I say unto all, 'Watch'."  And a more than coincidental corollary for a key lookout with the most strategic view is Isaiah 62:6, "I have posted watchman on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night".

Sorry to say, precious few seem to be watching in the direction of the real action these days!  

We're complaining; we're tearing down barns [read: programs] to build bigger; we're moaning that an evil generation is robbing us of our freedoms, and petitioning equally godless governments to bring them back. We're chasing our tails—often with a cell phone in each hand—faster than we've ever done in our lives. We pop Glucosamine and fish oil so that those joints may function even a bit faster. We're buying and selling, marrying [don't we wish they still honored the institution!] and giving in marriage. We're faxing our phony leaders to fix the mess, and finally we're forwarding emails "to everyone on our address list" hoping to stir the pot on how bad things have become!  

How bad has what become? The Eastern Sky?

Look. Most of us are neither watchmen nor have we been watching!  The Eastern gate of Ezekiel renown is full of cobwebs, and anyway, Zion can wait.

Speaking of Zion, Islam is railing [read: Esau] upon the roots of her [Zion's] ancient promises. The Islamic world has been re-writing history for the naïve since 1948, making use of a sympathetic and godless media to broadcast their sleight of hand revisions. Islam from Teheran to Damascus is currently using demonized minions from Hamas to Hesbollah to breath fire and brimstone down upon a remnant of God-fearing Jews who still yearn for their Messiah, while at the same time succeed in scaring the daylights out of their secular counterparts who had given up on that "religious garbage" long ago.

"Give us your land and we won't kill you immediately. But to save us the trouble, get lost altogether!"  Unfortunately the current Israeli "Ahab-styled" government is gearing up for a giant give-away type garage sale of the land belonging to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The future is not brilliant. No wonder it's more cool to watch Wall Street!

But we looked at that in our last (November) article. The noose around Jerusalem is well and truly tightening.  And it's become even tighter yet at this writing!

Of course we hear about these matters --- including Iraq, Lebanon, Dafur, Ethiopia and other bleeding sand gullies of the globe, but the typical western appetite is keeping her focus on more interesting concerns elsewhere. [Read: Not watching in the Biblical sense.]

Throughout the Western world in general (and I hesitate to say it because of all the good and God-fearing people involved)—in America particularly, watchmen snooze on.  Zion is well back on the back burner.  The more painful problem of the moment—in the West that is—seems to be the way they are chipping away those democratic freedoms from decent folk. Remember, those are the same freedoms that George W. has been promising the Iraqis. 

Now don't get me wrong, I'll be forever grateful for Mr. Bush and his mates finding a grubby Saddam down in that little hole. That was unquestionably the right thing. Even Mad Ah-mad-inejad thought it was a neat trick. The only problem at the time was that his cozy little cubbyhole didn't have a big padlock on the top.

Now that they've locked his cage, some things do look a bit better. But sadly most things do not!  One of my quotes that I penned long before the Iraqi invasion was that "the only thing worse than a treacherous tyrant like Saddam Hussein was anarchy!" Does that need any additional emphasis these days?

One thing for sure, if the frustrated Coalition gets up and leaves in a horrific hurry, that new "democracy-loving" Iraq will probably even let the butcher of Babylon go free, if not put him back in the saddle!  So much for the introduction of democracy throughout what the Bible calls, "the nations." Unfortunately, back in the USA democracy "ain't what she used to be”! 

So what did she used to be?

Sorry to say, those who have now begun to worship this humanistic highway to hedonistic happiness have long forgotten that democracy's original delight was—in America at least—the privilege of worshipping God…the God of the Bible that is. It was not the worship of a materialistic and self-serving form of government, complete with human rights that God happened to forget to mention in the Bible!  So much for watchmen who get mixed up on what we're supposed to be watching for!

But there's even more insight to post-modern democratic freedoms than that.  When the US President promised the Iraqis a nice new democracy, I used to grumble that these guys want democracy like I want to dye my hair green.  I was wrong!  I was thinking of that old democracy of bygone days when good folks still had God at the top of their wish list. 

The new boys from Babylon have recently learned to enjoy their new freedoms to the multi-max.  According to Hellenist philosopher Pericles' original democratic dreams, Iraq and friends [read: the nations] now have their shiny new democracy. Everyone has his say!   And those Sons of Babylon are now doing what they like to do best: kill each other! And as soon as they run out of martyrs, they can democratically move westward to clean out all the infidels. 

The Palestinians democratically elected Hamas, did they not, with a massive plurality of some 68%? The tip-top of their party platform was to ethnically cleanse all Jews from the Middle East.

And all the nations—that’s the Biblical definition—either have agreed or will agree to the "democratic" genocide of Israel, or else be forced to look the other way like the globe did in Hitler’s heyday.  That includes a once "Christian" Europe already on their way under now in our day. Hey, that's the way the “democratic” Middle-Eastern Muslims voted wasn't it? How democratic can you get!

All faithful believers from “the nations" will ultimately make a choice between democratically elected humanism versus Abba's Plan for His Kingdom. Most of us, perhaps, have long seen this coming. In a closer look, democracy—and freedom—has one meaning for people whose bottom line is the Bible. But it's time that we watchmen awaken to the fact that there's a lot of other gods out there learning how to milk Daisy the “democratic” cow!  And once you begin to bargain away your loyalties, it may be a long walk home!

Freedom, of course is another loaded word.  It can point to fun or funds, frolic or a free spirit to fudge on the facts of life. Did I hear someone at the back say something about responsibility to the Father?

Biblical Watchmen symbolically stand upon Jerusalem's walls. It is a God-fearing community under siege, where a Jew and Gentile remnant watch for a Messianic deliverance from a corrupt and hate-filled society across a godless globe.  As the King of the Jews (a Roman politician happened to give Him that name) stirs the darkness of the Eastern sky, this is no time to be complaining about secular governments moving the goal posts on the "democratic freedoms" we once thought we had!

What I say unto you, I say unto all…watch!   Mark 13:37









Victor Schlatter, SPIM, Inc.
