Jerusalem: Is their Good Noose or Bad Noose?
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These days are we hearing good “noose” or bad “noose”?  We returned home from Jerusalem just under a month ago.  It was unquestionably bad “noose”!

In August-September the Hizbollah in Lebanon had rained down over 4000 devastating missiles on northern Israel with a death tally of some 115 civilians (including Israeli-Arabs) and over 50 IDF soldiers.  The carnage upon Israel was grossly underreported by a less than impartial global media, while the deaths and structural damage in Lebanon was cynically over-photographed and much exaggerated.  The Hizbollah bunkers and terrorist headquarters that were bombed out were actually only a small part of the whole of Lebanon.

Under the “tender loving care” of the UN, the fighting was interrupted just soon enough to thwart the total collapse of the Hizbollah. The IDF troops came home from their brief and less than well-planned foray into Lebanon. That was potentially good except that the job was unfinished. To date, latest surveillance reports that the Hizbollah are well and truly re-established, (note that our word above was “interrupted”) and Hizbollah is gearing up for the next round of war shortly.

Some predictions are that it will start up again by year’s end or more likely by the beginning of next summer.  If you know your geography, this all takes place to the north of Jerusalem.

To the south of Jerusalem in Gaza, unfortunately the devastating trauma of the Kassams never stopped. The “soothing” media calls them “homemade rockets” that gives the unwary and less than sensitive a mental concept of some sort of fluky firecracker. These deadly rockets, sorry to say, kill, maim and traumatize children by day and by night—not to mention their parents and grandparents! They have driven the entire town of Sderot, just a few kilometers away, to a devastating state of perpetual anxiety. Consider: This has continued daily for over one year with measured if not foolhardy response from Israel’s lackluster and novice Government. 

But even when Israel does try to counter the incessant distress, the Western World rails at them not to use “too much force”. These missiles, moreover, are fired from the very heart of Palestinian communities using young and old as human shields, and kids being kids, stand and watch them go off as if they were a routine fireworks display! But of course the world then screams violently when civilians are killed. Such is the victory that terrorism has decisively won in the allover propaganda war.

And thus the noose around Jerusalem tightens to the glee of the Islamic world. Add the cynicism of an increasingly calloused Europe that has returned to an anti-Semitic fervor not seen since 1938 when Adolph Hitler began his diabolical deed of cleansing the globe of Jews. And as it was then, so it is now. The “nations”—including the USA, Australia and the UK—look the other way.  Biggest news items in the West these days are what celebrities are getting divorced, who is pregnant, how gay marriages seem to be faring or else the most intriguing murder of the moment!

So that’s also a part of the bad “noose”.
But now stop for a moment and take out your Bibles and see what God says about end-of-days Jerusalem, (a.k.a Ariel or Valley of Jehoshaphat) in Isaiah 29:1-8; Joel 3:1-2, 3:12, 3:16; Zech 12:2-5 and Zech 14:1-5. He speaks of attacking nations (note the plural) in “those days and at that time”. Now, that’s just 21 short verses that make up 4 concise but parallel messages on last-days Jerusalem, and if you don’t take a few moments to search them out, you might as well forget this whole article. Repeat texts are spiritual gold in knowing the Scriptures, and these four texts serve to integrate our whole point on the bad “noose”.

Moreover, be aware that this string of future prophecy cannot be just about Nineveh, not about Babylon, nor about the siege of Rome of bygone days, but all the nations.  And it is repeated through 3 prophets with a total of 6 specific mentions of the same issue.  That should be enough to make the sleepiest of latter-day dreamers wake up and take notice.

That noose around Jerusalem is now tightening!

Then there’s that other guy from Iran (read: Persia of biblical days) whose name you have a hard time pronouncing.  With “Ah-mad-inejad” around who needs a noose?  He says he’s going to wipe Israel right off the map, so with him there would be no need for a noose, because there’d be nothing left to lasso!

In one of his latest blasts reported by ICEJ News on 13 November, Ahmadinejad proclaimed, "Israel is destined for destruction and it will disappear soon."  He went on to insist that Israel "slaughters Palestinians on a daily basis." The fiery orator added that since Israel is "a contradiction to nature, we foresee its rapid disappearance and destruction." On the same day the Jerusalem Post quotes him that “the world is caving in to our demands” and that “Iran would soon celebrate completion of its controversial nuclear fuel program.” And he continued: "With the wisdom and resistance of the nation today, our [Iran’s], position has stabilized. I'm very hopeful that we will be able to hold the big celebration of Iran's full nuclearization in the current year,"  

But that’s only a fraction of what Ah-mad-inejad has been boasting.

On 18 October 2006, the ICEJ NEWS reported earlier vitriol of Iran’s Hebrew-hating President with the following excerpt: “We shall win.  One day I will be asked whether I have been in touch with someone who told me we would win, and I will respond:  “Yes, I have been in touch with God!”

Now all this would be anywhere from nauseating to chilling—even more chilling than those four noose-around-Jerusalem texts earlier in the bulletin: Tighter—tighter—tighter; rockets and more rockets, threats and more threats, up until the Zechariah 14:5 scenario of His feet touching the Mount of Olives. Then it splits and “…then the Lord my God will come and all the holy ones with him.” But that includes us! OK?

On the other hand, Isaiah, Joel and Zechariah didn’t happen to mention the necessary “nerves of steel” (read: bedrock faith) up to that point.  That’s a point to ponder not just for Jerusalemites but for all the rest of us as well.  Those “Jew-haters” don’t like Christians any better than they do Jews, and rest assured, they’re all over the globe. (I think we discussed that in the last article!)

Of course, there are those among us that had intended to retreat to the Skyline Club before all this got going. But let’s face it. These things are taking place now under our very noses; we’re talking about now and not a few years from now!  And just because Jews are being persecuted in Europe (they are beginning to call it Eurabia these days) and blown up in Israel, and Christians are getting butchered in Dafur and Indonesia,  (and except for 9-11 not in America yet), doesn’t mean it’s not happening! Unfortunately, most of those not heeding the Ezekiel warnings of the hour wouldn’t be any more ready in a decade than they are today anyway!

But guess what I just stumbled across in Isaiah 36:8-10 last week? It was the verbal venom from Sennacherib, King of Assyria, spouted by his field commander across the wall of Jerusalem for the intimidation of good King Hezekiah of Judah. The noose was as bad then as it is now! What that field commander spouted has a familiar ring to it:  “The Lord Himself told me to march against this country (i.e. Jerusalem) and destroy it.”  

Did He really?  Looks like the present imposter from Iran swiped a line from Old Sennacherib. Too bad Ahmadinejad didn’t read the rest of the story on through Isaiah 37 on into 37:36: “Then the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew…”  Read the whole bit.

The good “noose” is that Hezekiah didn’t even know about enriched uranium in those days! The bad “noose” is that the current Ahab-styled government of Israel doesn’t have any helpful Hezekiah’s hanging around in the wings anymore. Not to worry. The good King of the Jews still happens to be alive! Everything in Jerusalem these days points to His plans to return. And that is good news.

Are you a true believer?   Bad “noose” or not, these are great days to be alive. We’ve got a great challenge in the making. Let’s get excited and let’s get involved in the King’s business at the end of the age!
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