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Most Bible believers, and particularly those who pursue a bit of Bible prophecy, are aware that Ezekiel Chapters 38 and 39 reflect that King Gog of Magog would attack Israel from the north in the final battle of Armageddon.  

Unfortunately—for the “armchair prophets”—but much to the credit of the wisdom of the Ancient of Days, there are always a few problems in putting all these last-day-Legos neatly together.

One ambiguity is who King Gog is, and one more is where Magog happens to be?

Another is—does Armageddon precede the battle for Jerusalem proper, as foretold in Isaiah Chapter 29, Joel Chapter 3, and Zechariah Chapters 12 and 14? Or does the Jerusalem scenario precede Armageddon?  Or do they occur in nearly the same time frame?  Beyond doubt these are two different and distinct battles in the final analysis of the end-of-days showdown.

I know.  I know. Multitudes of you “experts” out there have long held the exact answers.  We have been taught by men who had been taught by other men, who had been taught by yet other men—who didn’t know!  I too had once been exposed to those last-day theories that over the course of time seemed to become far more sacred than Scripture!  Well, after my 2-decade stint of Bible translation in Papua New Guinea, I got healed from that disease!

And much like the insights into the wisdom of the Rabbis, “If you have 3 Rabbis, you’ll come up with at least 4 opinions”, but most likely even more.

And so it is with the Christian Bible “experts”.  The end-of-days scenarios from the 20th century (and even before) have resembled a Swiss cheese for holiness (pun intended).  And as I often teach, anyone who has not updated his end-of days-insights within the last 20 years is most likely grossly off target in where we actually are at on Messiah’s timetable.

So up to 1989 when the Berlin wall came a-tumbling down, everyone knew that King Gog was Russia (except the Slavic nations, Western Europe, the Chinese, the South Pacific and a host of others including myself).  So after 1989, I for one had some serious questions if Gog really was the crumbling Soviet Union.  After all there are a lot of other nations north of Israel that can play the part, to wit, Iraq (as Babylon), Syria, and even a grand Islamic combo headed up by hate-breathing Hezbollah in the direction of Israel.  In these days a lot of deluge can churn down the Danube in two decades or so. 

But in the last few days, we have come back to some interesting new-old developments in the global metronome of destiny. Russia has bounced back in the international spotlight. Former KGB King Putin has suddenly sprung into his own, and has not only been up to his ears in nuclearising Iran, but has more recently been cuddling up to Egypt as well, with grand promises of a shiny new nuclear power station. 

But even though we noted a resurrection of Russia in the title, may we shift to an even wider scope in Ezekiel 38:5, “Persia, Cush and Put will be with them (i.e. the Hordes of Gog), all with shields and helmets…”  Persia these days is clearly no less than fire and brimstone breathing Ahmadinejad from Iran, Cush is geographically Israel-despising Sudan of current notoriety for the sadistic anti-Christian genocide in Darfur, and Put surfaces as the anti-Semitic Libya of sometime terrorist Khadafy. Then of course there are other players including some of those mentioned above to play a potential Gogian role.

This points us to two very interesting developments within the last fortnight. The first is a recent documentary presenting the slow but certain return of Vladimir Putin to centre stage of world politics.  A mere 19 years after the collapse of the Former Soviet Union, Putin has made a dramatic “democratic” return as reported in a March 2008 ICZC  article by Jan Willem Van der Hoeven.

He cites: “Twenty-two courageous journalists who had the courage to speak out against Putin’s totally power-mad corrupt and un-democratic ways, were mysteriously murdered. [Presumably over time? vs] Today, via his self-selected right-hand man, Dmitry Medvedev—who just became Russia’s new president in a staged and Putin-manipulated election—Putin has now been appointed the country’s Prime Minister. Medvedev, who is completely faithful to his former boss, has thus prepared the way for Putin to become Russia’s absolute ruler in the coming years.”
Thus, Russia seems to be back on the political map not only for Russia, but as a prime nominee for the role of Gog from Magog after all. 

 But secondly, even more significant, is the fundamental role played by Persia a.k.a. Iran now firmly entrenched on the global stage as the emerging nuclear superpower of the Middle East.  Over the last two years, Ahmadinejad has been making louder and louder threats of wiping Israel off the map.  Now well beyond the arrogant loud mouth as he began, Iran is well underway to be the nuclear giant in the region.

And no one—no one—not the USA now mired in Babylon, not Israel of long-since Osirak Reactor triumph, [i.e. Iraq in 1981], not pansy-picking NATO and most certainly not the UN (a.k.a. Universal Nannies) does anyone have the courage to destroy Iran’s nuclear hegemony. That Persia ally of Ezekiel 38:5 now looks to be home free in her new quest for global nuclear authority!

This bulletin is already long enough for even the time-tailored faithful to follow.  But for those who are bent on catching a neat picture of the now-next-to-nuclear Middle East tinderbox, you must follow on with Michael Freund’s latest article.  He begins:

“While the West fiddles, the Middle East threatens to burn. Recent months have seen a renewed surge in American efforts to jump-start the political process between Israel and the Palestinians, as a stream of high-level officials have made their way to the region. We've had visits by President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney, and Condoleezza Rice looks set to be upgraded to "platinum" in whatever frequent flyer program she takes part in. The Secretary of State has already been to Israel twice this year, and it's only March. 

Of course, these labors have thus far failed to achieve anything, other than to send a message to the Palestinians that they can continue to use violence against the Jewish state while hoping to wring out still more concessions at the negotiating table. 

But there is a much deeper, and even greater, cost involved in all the American time and energy that are being expended on cajoling the recalcitrant Palestinian leadership… Indeed, by focusing so incessantly on the Palestinian issue, American officials seem to have dropped the ball on containing Iran's drive toward nuclear supremacy, and this is having far-reaching consequences.”
Read on:  “The Price of Washington’s Obsession with the Palestinians”.  J’Post, Michael Freund 25.03.08 

www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1206446102418&pagename=JPost/JPArticle/ShowFull
Freund ends with:  
“So the choice before Washington is really very simple. Keep focusing on the Palestinians if you wish, but then don't be surprised if you wake up one day to discover a nuclear Middle East.”

And, of course, the final two chapters of the Ancient of Day’s history-written-in-advance  just happen to be Ezekiel 38 and 39!
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