10.032 What’s So Good about Israel?


25 March 2010
 In view of the venom that so often besets the Jew globally, what is it about Israel that is so compellingly attractive to all the others—particularly non-Jews?  And for no apparent reason!

Most politicians and media pundits would be hard put to face up to this one, honestly at least. They may certainly line up on either side of the issue, but can they truthfully tell you why? There are two reasons for everything—a good reason and the real reason!

 Let's start with several down to earth rational, but secular reasons.

Back in 2002 -- and only last week we again got a repeat re-run of the same data. We reviewed a bona fide list of Jews who had been awarded the Nobel Prize for some master-achievement over the last century. The total was 127 individuals whose names were recorded and listed. A bit of an impressive feat for Jews being a mere 2 tenths of one percent of the total global population! 

Now to compare that with their Arab counterparts -- it's not overly nice, but unfortunately necessary to perceive the point -- we find that with 19.6 percent of the global population, their near neighbors picked up only 8 Nobel Prizes in the same timeframe, one of those being Yasser Arafat for his pseudo "Peace" pandering! So even without a nod from Norway, one flew away and then there were seven!  Leaving a meager 7 kudos for their kinfolk, the statistics become even slimmer. 

So we have a total tally of 127 to 7 from a pool of a mere 14 million Jews compared to a vast body of 1.3 billion souls weighed in the Nobel balance who found themselves woefully wanting! 

Nevertheless, the Jews seem to possess the know-how, but instead of impressing the nations -- not to mention their Islamic neighbors -- these stats seem to work overwhelmingly in the opposite direction!  So what's so good about Israel?  In the secular mentality, strike one!

But a second reason why the Jews might win some secular empathy -- not only from Europe but for anyone who has a heart for pain -- is the shame and agony they suffered in the Holocaust.  Imagine the hardcore of any nation declaring you and your people as being unfit to even share the air they breathe! And thus they herd you up for mass genocide! But now their vitriolic neighbors even say that it never happened, although everyone else knows that it did. 

Even Obama showed some sensitivity and said in his Cairo speech that they deserved some sort of sympathy -- though not necessarily enough to allow them to fully return to King David's Jerusalem, mind you!  So even Barrack Hussein pitied their plight! Yet multitudes have suffered from Job to Jihad and from Dafur to Haiti, and it seems that the Islamists weren't listening this time either!

We can grieve but life goes on, and the ever-suffering Jew will never pick up too many Gentile points for his pain. Look how long it lasted with the current US President! 

Strike two for secular insensitivity!

But here's a third reason why an "enlightened” West might appreciate Israel with accolades of praise for her politics. Israel, after all, is the only functioning democracy in the Middle East.
Strike three, for presuming that honesty would even hazard a hope for picking up points in world politics! 

When milking Daisy the Democratic Cow, would you like chocolate, strawberry or vanilla? Democracy presents a variety of positive benefits depending on the preferences of the individual. Unfortunately not everyone likes the same things! Many would prefer a more tantalizing Totalitarian Toffee!

Therefore, please allow me to digress for a moment to detect the sinister snares of democracy before we proceed to the final more favorable features of the tiny entity of an estranged Israel.

What is democracy anyway?  To Hellenist Pericles it was the goddess of good government.  The big panorama, however, is actually the privilege of picking one's own pathway. By any and all honest assessment, in spite of her shiny side, the end of democracy is anarchy.
We could ask the Thais how it’s going at the moment, or check back with the Greeks and the Romans to see if they ran into any hiccups way back then.  Or drawing on avoiding all the pitfalls of the past, the Iraqis for sure must be faring much better in their pristine probe of democratic dhimmism. 

And there were others. The new morality of the 1960's (aka the old immorality) gave us a sort of mid-term report on the glitter of the Big-D. So did the Chinese Cultural Revolution of approximately the same period. The Jihad Journey is currently careening down the backstretch. To get a satellite view, democracy ultimately means all things to all men, and anarchy eventually becomes the big winner.

Of the hundreds of case studies, an excellent probe in point was a recent survey on the relationship of violent video games with a proven flow-on of violence in the aftermath. The stats are there to be clearly seen. But a young lady in the report declares, "I should be able to play any game I want." Indeed, that's her take on democracy.

The Good Book tells it like this: "Everything is permissible"—but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible"— but not everything is constructive. 1 Cor 10:23.

On the positive side, the early pioneers of yesteryear discovered democracy as a savior of conscience, freeing them from the heavy hand of the cruelly dominating hierarchies of history. It was good! But from whence came the eventual whisper that this new freedom might well serve as a replacement pattern (aka god) for an entire bold new world of affluence?

But back to Israel: There is a circuit to complete, and a point of reentry to answer our search.

 The pitfalls of 234 years of the "church" in America are the identical dilemmas of a God-fearing Israel planted in a secular state today. It's anything but a magical maze to master—far from it!  So do they go to their God, or do they look to their secular government?  With Bible in hand, have you been watching the reports?

So what is so good about Israel? Well it's not their pains, nor their brains or hardly their politics as the secular set might be wont to observe.
Whether most would want to admit it or not, what is their shiny side? From where the appeal?

It's their God!

Who told Moses? 'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.  Ex19:4-6.

Who prompted Isaiah? But Zion said, 'The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.'  Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me. Isaiah 49:14-16.

Who broke Hosea's heart in an avalanche of Israel's apostasy? Then a response: How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? Hosea 11:8.

Who jogged Jeremiah's mindset in the midst of his misery? This is what the Lord says, 'He who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar -- the Lord Almighty is his name: Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,' declares the Lord, 'will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation before me.' Jeremiah 31:35-36.

And at the head of some 85 prophecies declaring that Israel would return to his land in the final days of redemption, who awakened Amos to this indelible promise? 'I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,' says the Lord your God.  Amos 9:14-15

So what then is it about Israel for those of us who would watch upon her walls? 

Certainly, it's not their pain, or even their brain, and definitely not their politics. It's their destiny—even when some have been a little bit forgetful of Who created them and for what purpose!

And finally may we take one more lingering look at our own individual spiritual assignments. It never hurts to reassess if we're actually still doing what we had presumed to have been Abba's most enduring request of us.  

At the same time, let's recheck our biblical compasses to see if we're still moving on the same timetable that He is in these days of His ultimate intervention!
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