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There’s another new book that’s already out and hitting the book shelves entitled “Blind Spots: When Journalists Don’t get Religion” by Roberta Green Ahmanson who, according to Time magazine, is a prominent USA evangelical.

Published by Oxford Press, Ahmanson’s book caught my attention last week from a somewhat more starkly entitled article in the Jerusalem Post: “It’s Religion, Stupid!” by Ruthie Blum Leibowitz. 
In her J-Post article, Leibowitz was also hailing the new book as worth your while. Moreover, I’ve been chanting the same wake-up calls in the 8 years of my MEAL bulletins and longer, but it is more than obvious that the last ones to catch on are those Blind Spot boys (and girls) of the Media.

Since this could be my last bulletin for a time—or at least there won’t be as many while I settle in to write “Nineveh" —I seriously suggest that in the interim you check “Blind Spots” out. Perhaps those media journalists are not as sinister as our senses suggest—just hopelessly blind to the reality they have ruthlessly ruled out!

On one hand, I haven’t had the opportunity to review Ahmanson’s book myself, but on the other hand, with a close identity to the correctness of Ruthie Blum’s write-up in the J-Post intro, and with my own realm of research into the identical media-fog that Roberta Ahmanson is exposing, we are all aware of the same blinking red lights that I—along with a host of other “watchmen on the walls” —have been decrying for at least the 7 year interval since 2001. It’s all on the same page!

Here’s an excerpt from Ruthie Leibowicz’s article highlighting the accuracy of “Blind Spots.” Roberta Ahmanson is interviewed as coded in bold below:

In an hour-long interview at the King David Hotel on the eve of her return to the United States, Green Ahmanson who, along with her husband, Howard Ahmanson, was named by Time magazine in 2005 as among America's 25 most influential evangelicals, explained why it is necessary for the events in Gaza to be seen in their proper context - that of "reestablishing Islamic control." 
You arrived in Israel a few days before Operation Cast Lead was launched. How do the events in Gaza tie in to the thesis of your book? 
The events that led to the operation in Gaza illustrate how people are motivated by their religion. An organization like Hamas latches onto certain things that are deep within the history and teachings of Islam, and it uses them in the modern world - by shelling Israel, for example - because it believes that this land once was Muslim land, and it's its duty to take it back. Within the Muslim community, this is going to be part of the issue forever, because its goal, of course, is to have the entire world living under Islam. 
And you are certain that the press doesn't really grasp that this is a religious conflict? 
In the American media, you often see the conflict reduced either to land-ownership issues or to issues related to poverty - that people who call themselves Palestinians are poor, and that Israel is largely responsible for their plight. In this respect, it doesn't seem like the Western press grasps the real story.
During what has come to be called the "second intifada," the media usually attributed the phenomenon of suicide bombing to desperation - though it often emerged that bombers and their dispatchers were educated and affluent. Is this what you mean by reducing the issue to poverty issues? 
Yes, which brings us to the original point that this conflict is religious first. It is about reestablishing Islamic control. It's pretty much that simple - and that scary.
There are many reports of Christians fleeing Palestinian-run cities due to intimidation on the part of Muslims. Is this something about which the media have exhibited an equal blind spot? Is it, too, reported in a political, rather than religious, context? 
Yes, if it's reported at all. In the United States, certainly, it has been given minimal coverage. The New Republic ran a piece about the shame of the lack of attention paid to what was happening to the Christians in Iraq ["Who Will Save Iraq's Christians?" by Lawrence F. Kaplan, March 28, 2006] - the group with maybe the highest number of casualties, percentage-wise, of any in that war. 
The same goes on here. I don't know how many fatalities there are; I haven't been able to follow it. To be frank, I don't know where you can follow it. But I do know that the Christian population in Bethlehem has diminished radically since the Palestinian Authority took control there - and that's because it's simply not comfortable for Christians there any more, to put it mildly… 
So that’s the beginning of “It’s Religion, Stupid!”  by Ruthie Blum’s in her J-Post endorsement of Roberta Ahmanson’s new book. And the URL will take you to the rest of the article.

And you can check out the book itself, “Blind Spots: When Journalists don’t get Religion”.  It’s probably the most comprehensive treatise behind the range of media-misreporting that you can find in one book— a lack of adequate spiritual dimension in one’s worldview.

A bit of added product description on Ahmanson’s book from Amazon’s info page is:

Today understanding of religion is essential to understanding many major news stories. This book examines how the media frequently miss or misunderstand these stories because they do not take religion seriously, and how they misunderstand religion when they do take it seriously. To the extent that journalists do not grasp events' religious dimensions, both global and local, the authors argue, they are hindered from, and sometimes incapable of, describing what is happening. However, on the national level the press is one of the most secular institutions in American society -- not necessarily contemptuous of serious religion, just uncomprehending.
Unquestionably the most misshapen miscalculation of global trauma by the secular media is the assumption that Islam is just one more prestigious pattern of “religious” practice, and its awesome ascendancy has no particular cause for alarm for the world at large!

When I sent out a previous warning shot introducing “The Green Horse” in a SPIM MEAL bulletin in September 2008, I underlined again that Islam was not realistically a “religion” of biblical dimensions as traditionally presumed. Rather it is a non-biblical pattern for achievement, much as Communism (certainly a form of “religion”) is a coded pattern for human destiny. If you were able to pick up a copy of Norma Archbold’s “Green Horse”, it hardly reflects her personal analysis of Islam, but simply presents the straightforward historical records of Islam since 636 AD. These records are nothing but military advances with nary a peep of praise or a note of worship! The entire history is nothing more or nothing less than a political entity for power, control and military supremacy.

That’s not to say that masses of Muslims do not have a “religious” side, but these are neither the “faithful” nor the “authors or finishers” of their “faith”.
Unfortunately, the system didn’t attain its sanctified status until after 9-11 when G.W. Bush—and not a few of his peers—got a bit nervous and shockingly informed millions (who had heretofore sensed otherwise) that Islam was a “religion of peace". And the world returns to the cave man’s square wheels!

Equally unfortunate, in analysis of last week’s Inauguration Day address, we heard the M-Word twice! (See my MEAL bulletin of June 5, 2008). In essence, the new hope of the hitherto hopeless, reckons that there must be an integrated fabric of “Christians, Muslims, Jews, Hindus and non-believers” as part and parcel of the harmony of social give-and-take for the global changeover to Ever-Ever land.

If we’re talking on sharing bread and butter that sounds a bit like our Bibles and I say fair enough! But if we’re talking about sharing ideology, it reminds me of my chemistry lab days of yesteryear, and the inane effort to keep hydrochloric acid and baking soda in a nice peaceful mix forever and a day!

If you don’t know your chemistry, you’d better at least know your Bible beginning with Genesis 1:4: 
“God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness,” 
and also know your God, proceeding to Isaiah 42:8: 
“I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”
Can we really comprehend what this all means? It’s a long term invitation to bid farewell to the Ancient of Days and deposit the Word of God in the rubbish bin!

Be warned, open your eyes, and fasten your seat belts. The recession is but a pittance. The so-called “militants” in kaffiyehs (a.k.a. terrorists) are playing hardball.

And in addition to “Blind Spots” and “The Green Horse”, you will eventually be interested in “Nineveh: A Parody on the Present--Biblical Clues on the Rise and Fall of America.” And by all means don’t forget to read your Bible and not the least, the Hebrew prophets! I have just been rereading all 16 of them and suggest your reviewing Isaiah and friends as well, before “Parody…” rolls around.

Blessings and Shalom,

                                                          Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
