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There is a theological think-tank (sort of) they call “Preterism” that reckons that most all Hebrew end-of- days prophecy was finished—completed—over and out with the initial visit of our Messiah in the First Century, on through the ensuing trauma of Jerusalem in 70AD. Preterism is a word that is rooted in “past tense.”  So you get the picture: “It is finished” they reckon, did not only refer to the atonement but to Moses and the prophets as well!
Unfortunately a number of churches have taken note of this “brilliant” scholarship bonanza, and thus proceeded to remove such burdensome details from their once-hallowed Bibles as the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), and—just as phony—the significance of the Jew himself, whose promised last-call-to-dinner return to His Ancient Homeland, is noted no less than 85 times in those once sacred pages now deemed no longer necessary by the “Prets”!
No wonder our “good Christian” political leaders see no evil in dividing a city (i.e. Jerusalem) that Isaiah 29, Joel 3, and Zechariah 12 and 14 all gave somber warnings of what would happen if they ever tried the dastardly deed!  Those heroes of Hebraic prophecy must have now been shelved to what the politicians call lame-duck prophets.  Their tenure of credibility is long gone!
Also, another real problem is what these progressive thinkers might do with promises of His return—not to mention no-longer-necessary incidentals like the Ten Commandments or the 23rd Psalm. But noting the downward dip in the morality of our day could give us a bit of a hint.

Sadly that’s their problem.  And it is sad; and the globe is in a sad state of affairs.  Having considered all that, may we zero in on one prophecy that for sure has never, ever been fulfilled?  Isaiah 17:1 alerts us: “See, Damascus will no longer be a city, but will become a heap of ruins.”

Now Damascus—still the capital of modern day Syria—is believed to be the oldest, continuously inhabited city on the globe dating back to the 4th millennium B.C.  It has endured both massive earthquakes and a multitude of advances by countering and conquering civilizations.  Its earliest biblical mention is in Gen 15:2 as the home turf of Eliezar, one of Abraham’s chief servants.  And it has never become a heap of ruins to this day! So who’s telling the fibs?  The “Prets” or the Prophets?
OK. So let’s look at some recent global news featuring Damascus, i.e. Syria.  

Middle East analyst and author, David Dolan, has a February summary in which he has put together as much as concerns Damascus, as we would get in various articles from any other sources over the same period. Selected excerpts from his report are:  
With Iranian leaders bombastically stating once again during February that Israel will soon be destroyed, Israel’s top military leader (Lieutenant General Gabi Ashkenazi ) warned mid-month that a decisive armed conflict could break out in the troubled region at any time…“Israel’s military forces must be fully prepared for possible conflict in the near future…There are dangers to our survival on the horizon and great challenges to Israeli security…and I cannot guarantee that we won’t need to act in the near future.”   

Some Israeli military analysts averred that (he) was cryptically referring to an Israeli air force strike upon Iran’s burgeoning nuclear program, which they assume would not only be followed by Tehran’s threatened missile counterstrikes upon Israeli civilian and military targets (including the Dimona nuclear reactor), but by missile, rocket and probably ground assaults from Syrian, Hizbullah and Hamas forces…Such a wide-scale conflict could easily involve the use of non-conventional weapons, possibly even nuclear bombs, on one or both sides, which could be the “threat to Israel’s very existence” that Ashkenazi referred to.
The London-based Al-Hayat newspaper, generally thought to be among the best sources of reliable information in the Arabic language press, reported that Defense Minister Barak had warned Syrian leaders that major new IDF military action was pending against both Lebanese Hizbullah and Palestinian Hamas forces…..  Al-Hayat added that (Barak) urged Syrian dictator Bashar Assad to move away from supporting Hizbullah militia forces or risk being targeted in the reported upcoming operation.  
Speaking at a rally in southern Iran one week after the Damascus incident, bellicose Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad  [charged] …“The world powers established this filthy bacteria -- the Zionist regime -- which is lashing out at the nations in the region like a wild beast,” he thundered to cheering supporters, adding that Israel “uses terror as a threat every day, and afterwards is happy and joyful…in the near future we will witness the disappearance of this cancerous growth called Israel.”  The statement echoed the Iranian Shiite revolution’s late founder, Ayatollah Khomeini, who often referred to Israel as a “Zionist cancerous tumor” that would one day be eradicated.  

An even more ominous outburst came from Iranian Armed Forces Chief Hassan Firouzabadi, who said in a similar letter to the Hizbullah leader that the Lebanese militia would soon deploy “radiation therapy” to wipe out Israel.  Officials in Jerusalem worried that this might be a thinly veiled indication that field nuclear warheads are now stationed in Hizbullah dominated portions of Lebanon, probably under direct Iranian control.  
The speaker of Iran’s parliament, Gholam Hadad, joined the evil chorus as well.  He was quoted in an Iranian newspaper on February 21 as warning that “the countdown to Israel’s destruction has begun.” 

General Yahya Safavi, the top military advisor…added that “intense Hizbullah fury” over the killing of the Shiite group’s senior military commander [in Damascus—Israel being accused along with a number of other Arab suspects] had “brought forward” the day when Israel would be wiped off of the world map.
 Dolan closes: In light of February’s dramatic developments, it appears…that 2008 will likely be a year of severe upheaval in the region.  May all who love Zion keep fervent in prayer as Israel’s leaders make critical decisions regarding the escalating threats imperiling the country’s continued existence.  “Be gracious to me Oh Lord.  See my affliction from those who hate me, You who have lifted me up from the gates of death” (Psalm 9:13).   

(David Dolan:  Feb News Review dolan@grmi.org  25.02.2008)

The bottom line:  Major trouble is brewing in the area in general, and in Damascus in particular. And should Syria’s rogue proxy, Hizbullah, use either chemical or nuclear warheads (supplied by Iran the other behind-the-scenes facilitator), Damascus plays out her devastating role in long-in-coming prophecy. 

Though certainly possible, it may not come in 2008 as David suggests, but it will come and Israel will respond in kind.
Therefore unless the Preterists and fans are better theologians than they are biblical text surgeons, the decimation of Damascus is one glaring prophecy that is still waiting in the wings.  So depending on who you believe, this means Damascus is one place to keep your eye on in the next year so.  Of course, the other hot spot is Jerusalem, which the political powers that be in Israel seem to be ready to barter off on “e-Bay” any day now!  I doubt that the “King of the Jews” will be impressed with e-Bay any more than he was with the tables of the money changers in John chapter 2. So that will be an interesting one to watch!
In the same vein, since the Bible-oriented Orthodox inhabitants of Judea and Samaria are as privy to those parallel prophecies of Isaiah 29, Joel 3, and Zechariah 12 and 14 as we are, they are overtly intent on bringing the Olmert government crashing, and to simultaneously send the overseas “peace-jockeys” in the US, the UK and the UN packing. Unfortunately, pollies will be pollies, and despite those bitter disappointments of Israel’s past politicians, the God-fearing half of Israel is still hoping that there must be someone out there they can count on.

There is.  They (and we) call him The Messiah!
                                                        
 Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
