Who’s Right, America: Your Public, Your Polls, or Your President?  March
As the majority of you would know by now, most of Israel’s fair-weather friends, (not to mention the even more hostile hurricane variety) are disappearing like dew in the dry season! Except that those really nasty neighbors aren’t even going away!

Ironically, much of the most menacing variety are actually from Jewish self-haters themselves, like the mutineers from some 40 Universities across America are holding an “Israel Apartheid week” to disinherit themselves from the birthright of their ancestors. Moreover, defector Judge Goldstein is trying to haul his own people before The Hague for the evils of hoping to somehow survive from the hail of Hamas rockets. 
Then there is the Peace-Now crowd in Israel itself, that wants to deed their entire heritage over to Amalek outright; and there are the young J-Street self-haters in New York that are creating a violent stir to denigrate themselves simultaneously with the flow of global anti-Semitic vitriol. One could be forgiven for thinking that the J of J-Street stands for “Judas” instead of “Jew”.

With a crowd of self-vilification like that, who needs suicide bombers? But that’s just the tip of the iceberg, with the added venom of the entire Arab League and the fury of the Islamic masses, including their menacing influence in the once-upon-a-time Israel-honoring UK, a hostile European Union, and we never-did-like-them United Nations. The whole globe is once again frothing in the direction of a hitleresque solution—not the least Ahmadinejad and Iran.

All except the South Pacific Islands—don’t forget them!
And of course, the “good ole USA”.  Wait, I take that back; that was back before November 2008.
But those we can’t take back are the Bible believing Christians of America and their counterparts wherever else they may be found floating far above a sea of self-righteous hostility  posturing the Political Correctness of the faster-growing-than-you-think New World Order.

Anyway, coming up right below is a more than applicable article by Israel’s retired Ambassador to the US (Minister for Congressional Affairs and former Consul General in Houston). Yoram Ettinger is an insider and able analyst of Middle East affairs. He sharpens his arrows with facts and figures!  Here is his article:
The Obama-American Public Disconnect on Israel, by Ambassador Yoram Ettinger, JPost, 28 Feb 2010 http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/OpEdContributors/Article.aspx?id=169785
The findings of the February 19, 2010 Gallup poll put President Obama at odds with the US public, when it comes to attitudes toward the Jewish State, the Arab-Israeli conflict, Arabs, Muslims and Islamic terrorism. 

For example, Israel maintains its traditional spot among the five most favored nations by 67% of the US public, despite Obama's moral-equivalence and even-handedness toward the Arab-Israeli conflict, in spite of his attempts to force Israel into sweeping concessions, and in defiance of the US "elite" media and academia. On the other hand, the Palestinian Authority is ranked – along with Iran, North Korea and Afghanistan – at the bottom of the list, favored by only 20% of the US public. 

According to an August 10, 2009 Rasmussen poll, Israel is ranked as the third most favorable ally (70%), preceded only by Canada and Britain. The low regard toward Egypt (39%) and Saudi Arabia (23%) demonstrates that Americans remain skeptical – at least since 9/11 - of Arabs and Muslims, even when they are portrayed by the media and the Administration as supposedly moderate and pro-American. Moreover, only 21% of adult Americans expect that the US relationship with the Muslim world will improve in a year, while 25% expect that it will get worse.

Apparently, US public attitude towards Arabs and Muslims has hardly been impacted by President Obama's highly-publicized outreach to Muslims, as demonstrated by his apologetic speeches at Turkey's National Assembly ("…the Islamic faith has done so much to shape the world, including my own country…"), at Cairo University ("Islam has always been a part of America's story…") and at the UN ("America has acted unilaterally, without regard for the interests of others…"). 

Historically, most Americans have been suspicious of Arabs and Islam, while identifying with Judeo-Christian values, Judaism and the Jewish State, as documented by a June 3, 2009 Gallup poll. By an overwhelming 80%:13% ratio, Americans believe that Muslims are hostile toward the USA. They subscribe to Samuel Huntington's "War of Civilizations," much more that Obama's June 4, 2009 statement, made at Cairo University: "America is not – and never will be – at war with Islam." Apparently, Obama's efforts have failed to uproot the legacy of the Islamic threat since the early 19th century war against Muslim pirates, through the 1983 detonation of the US embassy and the truck bombing of the Marine Headquarters in Beirut, the 1998 bombing of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, 9/11, the December 2009 Ft. Hood, Texas massacre and the Muslim terrorist attempt to bomb a Detroit-bound airliner. 

Since, at least 9/11, most Americans have held the Palestinian Authority in disfavor, 15% support and 73% opposed, according to a March 3, 2009 Gallup poll.  A definite connection has been established between the Palestinian Authority and terrorism, pro-Saddam Hussein and Bin-Laden sentiments and anti-US sentiments. In contrast, support of Israel has remained steady at 63% with only 23% opposing. 

Israel's good standing has recently been reflected on Capitol Hill. For instance, 344 House Representatives (79%) signed a November 4, 2009 letter, supporting Israel and condemning the Goldstone Report. On the other hand, only 54 House Representatives (12%) signed a January 27, 2010 letter, criticizing Israel and supporting Hamas.

Unlike dictatorships, which manipulate results of public opinion polls, democracies are shaped, to a large extent, by public opinion. Public opinion is especially critical in the US democracy, which features the constituent as its centerpiece.  Therefore, US legislators are more attentive to voters than are other Western legislators.  They take seriously the electoral battle cry: "We shall remember in November!" Hence, the sustained support of the Jewish State on Capitol Hill, which reflects the will of the American People, in addition to the role played by shared-values, mutual-threats and joint-interests in shaping the unique covenant between the US, the Jewish People and the Jewish State.

The good news is, therefore, that Israel still has a few friends—quite a few in America and quite a few more scattered across the rest of the Globe. But the best news is that—wake-up politicos—we’re not the ones that are going to rescue Israel in her darkest days!

He’s the One from Above—He’s the One who made the Plan, and the promises; and He’s One who forgives sins—theirs and mine.

So the politicians who don’t really get it aren’t really going to be too much of a problem I’d say!
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