8.021 Here We Go Already





   February 12
Before we go "anywhere...already", I want to set the record straight. These bulletins are not about American politics or any other politics. They are about the accuracy of the Hebrew prophets in our time.

But what if the US 2008 election affects the Almighty's 60-year old (1948-2008) test-run in returning the long-scattered Jews to their ancient heritage?  Remember God promised the land to Abraham and his offspring forever.  That does sound a bit permanent!

But the only hitch was they had to behave themselves.  Now that's a decent menu for any people including most gentiles, their pastors, their priests, their profits (spelling OK) and their politicians!  But never mind, it's more comfortable for the “home side” to keep an eye on the Jews instead of themselves. I don't think that's what Paul quite meant when he said, "to the Jew first", but let's go on lest it gets uncomfortable!

I reckon that most of us into these bulletins would agree, however, that Abba might have something up His sleeve this time around for the Jews. (For what is up His sleeve be sure to look up Num 11:23).  

But let's get back to our title. Just where are we going already?

It is beyond comprehension that only six and a half years ago, 19 terrorists—mostly Saudi Arabians of strict Wahabbist upbringing—effected the most devastating event in the memory of Americans ever.  Really the most devastating memory? Check the polls; Sept 11, 2001 happens to be at the top of the list!

But can you believe that today, a very smooth-talking candidate who was introduced as a child in the very same Wahabbist school of thought, in the very same era, and the very same age bracket as the noxious 19, is racing headlong for leadership of the very nation that suffered that torturous pain!  

But is he a Muslim?  

He says not.

Does he remember what he felt in the Wahabbist School in Jakarta? Maybe yes;  maybe no. Who knows? But what early impressions have a potential to re-surface some years down the track? Now that is the question!

Now in my late 70's, images and issues are sweeping back from my roots that I haven't mused over for some 7 decades!  Nothing ever escapes completely!

 Sixteenth Century St. Francis Xavier was credited with the quote: "Give me a child until he's 7 years old and I will give you the man." That one has been around for a while so it must have some credibility. The Good Book has been around even longer and underlines it again in Prov. 22:7. "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it."

Does that make Obama still think Wahabbist?  Who knows?  He says he's a Christian…at the moment.  

Will he revert to his roots in his political years?  What would have Francis Xavier suggested?

To modify a catchy quit-smoking promo, "Nobody smokes around here anymore," how about an adaptation for the political scene: "Nobody thinks around here anymore!"  

Look, the armchair speculators are much more in demand than the thinkers these days!  

Like some of the weird and wild wonders we have heard about since that 9-11 demise:  

       "It was not Islamic terrorists after all, the Jews did it -- none of them came to work that day!"  

       "No, no, no, it was the Fed behind it all to frighten the people in order to raise taxes."  

       Uh-uh, it was George Bush himself who did it. Remember how he hugged the Muslim Mufti after it was over?"

       "All of the above.  Islam is a peaceful religion!"

       "None of the above.  The hole in the Pentagon roof was not big enough for a 747!" 

So we have a bounty of brilliance that boggles the mind!

Moreover, last week a mere 6 years and 6 months after that fateful 9-11 massacre, the Archbishop of Canterbury suggested trying to add a tad of Sharia Law to heretofore British Legality in order to soothe the Muslim manners in the UK. That was fortunately followed by an Anglican volcano (along with others of us) of disbelief!

But did the blessed Archbishop resign? Or even apologize?  Are you kidding?  He's defending himself, putting the blame on everyone else saying they must have misunderstood him! (I think I heard him OK!)  Yet how long will it take before a pseudo-tsunami of "religious fans" begin to agree with him?  

So back to the 'messianic' Senator who wants to deliver change to America (don't forget it's for Israel and the rest of the globe as well), "…change we can believe in".

Starting with me, we're all ready for a mite of change for this God-forsaken rebellious bit of real estate!  But what's Obama going to change?

Unfortunately, the non-thinkers haven't noticed what some of those changes might entail. Perhaps the good Senator will pick up a few ideas at a proposed Islamic summit he wants to pull off as soon as he's elected!

Ed Lasky, chief editor of the insightful magazine, "The American Thinker" (I've quoted him a few times) came through with one more disturbing report in his last issue re Obama’s interview with a French magazine:  URL for Here We Go Already

The eager young senator told the French publication, Paris Match, that if elected: "he would organize a summit of the Muslim world." "Muslim and Western leaders would be invited to the summit for 'a discussion about how we can prevent the widening misunderstandings and gaps between the Muslim world and the West', Obama said in an interview to Paris Match".  "I will ask them to join us in battling terrorism but we should be willing to listen in terms of some of their concerns." (AFP Report).  

In utter disbelief, Lasky concludes:

"Listen to the concerns the Muslim world has?  I wonder what those concerns might be?  How about letting the Muslim world know about our concerns?  Terrorism, denial of human rights, teaching of hatred, the death penalty (which Obama opposes), the impoverishing of the world because of sky high extortionate oil prices which has made a few rich and many desperately poor?"

Ed Lasky didn't even mention our own major sensitivity of how will it all go with the Ancient of Day's 60 year re-run of the fledgling re-gathering of Israel?

I know how it's going to end!  We all should know, as we watch and pray and intercede. But we don't know all of the bumps in the road the enemies of God are going to cook up in the interim. But we do know that there will definitely be some theological surprises around a few of the curves in the road ahead. 

Finally our Senator-come-strategist's latest comment struck a raw nerve when he said that his policies "transcend" politics.  Wow! Sounds like Jesus in John 18:36, except this guy is not quite the Messiah the People of the Book were looking for! And his "kingdom" concept appears to be a bit of a muddle compared to what our Father promised to those that love Him!

May God have mercy on us all and especially on Jerusalem in these days of lengthening shadows!  

Nineteenth Century poet John Greenleaf Whittier left us with the classic:

"For all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: It might have been!"

I'd like to adapt that frame to yet another sobering moment of reality:

Veiled truth has a sting you know, with four small words: "I told you so!"

Even so, come Lord Jesus.
                                                         Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries

