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I have been chided from time to time for writing things too "political" by those who much prefer only "spiritual" niceties. 

Sorry, but I just try to keep my stuff within biblical parameters like the kind of thing that Jesus and the Hebrew prophets were wont to say!

Shall we say that Jesus was not a tad "political" when he sent the message to the politico Herod, "Go tell that fox…on the third day I will reach my goal."? Lk 13:32  Or when He told Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight…"?  Jn 18:36 Or only "spiritual" like when John the Baptist lost his head when he came down hard on Herod's forays into fornication?  Mt 14:1-10 And then there were the ancient "spiritual" prophets [it was OK in those days] like Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Amos and not a few others who decried the political corruption of the hour. Surely, we would not want to be outspoken like some of those strange fellows!

Never mind. This bulletin will be about oil. In the Bible, oil does have a spiritual application, but I would hardly like to stretch it that far to include the kind of oil that has been "anointing" the kings of the earth in these times.  So for those of you who can handle "political" data, I am following up with an analysis below in an article by Frank Gaffney, Jr. about how oil lubricates certain global theologies and gums up others.

Reflecting on false gods, by the way, a point to ponder in my new book to be released by Destiny Image in June: "If the love of money is the root of all evil, the love of oil must be the root of all money!"

In that vein, I think we all agree that those "worldly" politicians bow down before oil like ancient Israel caved in to Baal. Of course, those of us who are "spiritual" would never think of murmuring out loud about the price of gasoline hitting $5 a gallon in the USA or petrol in Australia heading to $2 a liter in our coinage. Obviously the "worldly" kings of the earth go for these financial idols, because their "spiritual" subjects complain about the growing demise in their standard of living. Hello?

The bottom line is that both the kings and the peasants (known as "battlers" in Aussie) cry first and then check up later whether the Most High is trying to tell us something...even something simple like, "You shall have no other gods before me."

Let's look at it this way.  Perhaps Osama bin Toast’em is trying to roast us all on the end of his pitchfork to see if our God is really real? Actually, it's not the Most High that is under scrutiny, but whether or not we are real!

But before we get to Frank Gaffney’s article and the international oil crisis, I want to make one more very significant point that we need to get sorted out lest our value systems gets un-stuck. Gaffney is an American and his comments below are directed at what America ought to do regarding the oil crisis. That's understandable, and he makes some credible comments. 



But my reason for using it is neither for associating his thoughts with my worldview not for advocating his solutions. In fact, I question wholeheartedly that there is a human solution of any sorts. But what I want you to see is the neighborhood street-gang that not only the USA but also the whole world has to deal with to keep the wheels of modern life rolling. And deal they will!

The political-cum-spiritual point is, will you do deals with your principles as well?

The Bible declares God's oft-repeated down to earth promises for nations that bless Israel; it also lists His multiplied promises for ultimate Redemption of the "remnant" of Israel as a Nation; He floods us with promises for individual believers from ANY nation. But there is no promise to any gentile nation just because they have a high proportion of God-fearing believers, or even because they have a President or Prime Minister that prays! In the end of days, we are warned that all the nations will be in a coalition pitted against the Most High's Redemption of the Remnant of Jerusalem in the establishment of His Kingdom. Do you happen to notice any of this on the horizon?

Anyway, I now point you to Gaffney’s insights below in order that you can single out a few of the street-gang who are a part of our end of days problem, and prepare your mind accordingly.

      







Victor Schlatter, SPIM, Inc.


We can't fight terrorism without energy security by Frank Gaffney  25 January, 2006

Each day's headlines underscore a central reality of our time: The United States has no choice but to make real progress on energy security - specifically by reducing the exclusive reliance of America's transportation sector on gasoline and diesel fuels, most of which are derived from oil imported from overseas. Consider a sampler of recent developments in nations from which we obtain such oil:

*Saudi Arabia: Sunday's Los Angeles Times gave prominent treatment to expressions of growing frustration by U.S. officials about the lack of Saudi cooperation in countering terrorism. The bottom line is that, while the Saudis may be trying to crack down on terrorist operations within the Kingdom, they continue to support the Islamofascists, the terror they wield as a weapon elsewhere around the world and the large and growing global infrastructure that enables them to be so dangerous. We are funding both sides in this war for the free world, as our petrodollars are enabling much of the threat we most immediately confront. This is an intolerable - and unsustainable - situation.

*Russia: Vladimir Putin's increasingly authoritarian regime has demonstrated anew the Kremlin's traditional willingness to use energy exports as an instrument of economic and political warfare. While the immediate target of the most recent such warfare was Ukraine, every other nation - including the United States - that contemplates reliance on Russian natural gas and oil supplies is on notice: Russia cannot be viewed as reliable source.

*Mexico: The Washington Times reported earlier this week that armed units, at least some of whom are believed to be members of the Mexican army, have made over 200 incursions inside the United States over the past nine years. Some have included firefights with U.S. border-patrol officers. With the likely election of a radical anti-American leftist, Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, as the next president of Mexico, relations between the two nations are sure to become even more strained - with potentially significant repercussions for Mexican oil imports to this country.

*Nigeria: Islamists are increasingly destabilizing Africa's most productive oil-exporting nation, with attacks on the industry's infrastructure and personnel a tool in their campaign to establish control over the main source of the country's wealth and to impose shari'a in Muslim areas - and beyond. Such attacks have recently taken off line one-tenth of the country's output. The threat to foreign investment in the country and the reliability of its supply of oil is only likely to increase.

*Venezuela: The ever-more-despotic and -ambitious president, Hugo Chavez, is seeking to consolidate his rule at home and facilitate his destabilizing and aggressive designs elsewhere in the hemisphere. Among other techniques being used for these purposes is Chavez's ludicrous declaration that the United States is preparing to invade his country. He has threatened in the past to interrupt oil supplies to the U.S. It is entirely possible that, at some point, he may decide to do so.

*Iran: While the United States does not buy oil directly from Iran, the availability of Iranian crude in the international market - or, more precisely, the lack thereof - can have a significant impact on prices American consumers pay for gasoline and other petroleum-based products. The escalating crisis precipitated by an Iranian regime bent on acquiring nuclear weapons and threatening the destruction of Israel and "a world without America" could well translate into possibly lengthy disruptions in the availability of Iranian (and perhaps other Persian Gulf-originated) oil exports.

*Sudan: As with Iranian oil, U.S. sanctions on the terrorist-sponsoring, slave-trading, weapons-of-mass-destruction-proliferating and genocidal regime in Khartoum means that Sudanese oil supplies are not directly available to the American market. The ongoing, horrific state-sponsored assaults on the people of Dafur, however, raises the possibility that the so-called "international community" may finally be shamed into taking action to punish the Islamosfascist government of Sudan, with repercussions for its oil exports and global markets.

Virtually alone among major oil-exporting nations, Canada's capacity and willingness to provide its energy resources to America remains steady and strong. There, as elsewhere, however, the ability of Communist China to recycle its immense trade surpluses by buying up oil, coal, natural gas, and other energy assets raises questions about the future availability of Canadian petroleum exports, to say nothing of their ability to offset shortfalls that might be associated with one or the other of the foregoing problems.

There is simply no way America's leaders can responsibly further defer concrete actions needed to reduce the amount of oil we use in that part of our society and economy where most of it is consumed: the transportation sector. In a new book, War Footing: Ten Steps America Must Take to Prevail in the War for the Free World, I'm among those who describe these actions - which comprise the "Set America Free" Blueprint and which will, if implemented, provide the United States with fuel choice. The time has come to make far more widely available supplies of alternative fuels (ethanol, methanol and electricity); to ensure that every car sold in America is flexible-fuel compatible and that as many as possible are plug-in hybrids; and to ensure that the necessary, relatively modest adjustments are made to our transportation infrastructure.

This agenda should be a top priority in President Bush's upcoming State of the Union address [now past vs] and at the top of the legislative program for the new session of Congress.

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is a contributor to NRO and the lead author of War Footing: Ten Steps America Must Take to Prevail in the War for the Free World (Naval Institute Press, 2005).
