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Back during the US Presidential elections of 1932, [I was actually alive in those days—barely], my older sister began the daunting experience of entering Grade 1 of primary school. Her politically prejudiced peers, all of 6-year old maturity, were monitoring the classroom doorway in a noble effort to separate the “sheep from the goats.” [In the US political symbolism, it would have been donkeys from elephants.]  Not sure which were the “goats” in those young minds of yesteryear, but not to worry. The “goats” were not being allowed to enter the room during a few unmonitored early-morning moments before the teacher got things going. The key for political passage therefore was, “Are you a Democrat or a Republican?” but my Sunday school-oriented sister, emphatically gave her own lofty credentials: “I’m a Gentile!”  Mesmerized with her unique pedigree of politics, they let her in immediately!

These days, having checked back into our European family heritage over the last couple of decades, I’m not even so sure she was correct! But entry is entry, and getting into the classroom on time certainly had some merit!

Nonetheless, my opening tale is that our family political persuasion in those days was neither Democrat nor Republican, nor is it Liberal or Labour today. I concern myself with issues rather than labels, primarily comparing those ideals with the worldview of the One who said, “My Kingdom is not of this world.”

Anyway to get to the point, in my MEAL bulletin last week, I noted “I never thought we’d see the day…when there could be a more scary option than a Clinton replay for the White House”.  And then I went on to quip that at least in those days, you could count on having a Bible in the White House for inaugurations, since Bill used to carry one to church (for photo ops) and not a Koran!  

Look, I confess, that Hillary would not exactly be my favorite for the top job, but like my sister of bygone days, I was neither making a value judgment on a controversial family nor even less, a political statement.

Far from it. My major point is concern over the potential quantum shift in the USA to initiate any alternate non-God-of-the-Bible allegiances by Presidents yet to come. Like in the coming 2008 elections! In fact it has already been tried just a month ago in the swearing in of the most recently elected Representative in Minnesota; the new candidate preferred to use a Koran over what most Americans revere as the “Book of books.” The irony is that they let him get away with it!  The dike is already oozing, but too few seemed to notice, and even less seemed to care!

If we survey the Scriptures, Ancient Israel did a lot of wicked things in her day but the shortest of shortcuts to disaster was when they dumped the God of the Bible for substitutes proposed by His archenemy!  No nation stays in the good graces of the Creator for very long after a crass U-turn from a relationship that used to be.

That’s the scary stuff. Ironically, the very moment that I sent out my last bulletin, I got an incoming email on Barack Hussein Obama, the front-running Democratic challenger to Queen Hillary.  I’ll copy it below.  Several versions of the same info have been making Internet rounds in the last week.  Added irony is from the first moment I pondered his opening pitches, I saw more red lights than City Center New York. I have a goodly number of intimate relationships from the Third World and non-Caucasian backgrounds, including close kinship with black American brothers in the US.  This reflects my close colleagues, “family” in fact, over our last 46 years in the South Pacific. But noting the good Senator in his opening political posture, there’s something radically different from the comfortable Third World pattern I have come to know so well?

Anyway, here’s what that incoming email bulletin said: Subject: Be careful, be very careful.

”Barack Hussein Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, to Barack Hussein Obama Sr. (black Muslim) of Nyangoma-Kogelo, Siaya District, Kenya, and Ann Dunham of Wichita, Kansas. (White atheist).

When Obama was two years old, his parents divorced and his father returned to Kenya. His mother married Lolo Soetoro -- a Muslim -- moving to Jakarta with Obama when he was six years old. Within six months he had learned to speak the Indonesian language. Obama spent "two years in a Muslim school, then two more in a Catholic school" in Jakarta. Obama takes great care to conceal the fact that he is a Muslim while admitting that he was once a Muslim, mitigating that damning information by saying that, for two years, he also attended a Catholic school.

Obama's father, Barack Hussein Obama, Sr. was a radical Muslim who migrated from Kenya to Jakarta, Indonesia. He met Obama's mother, Ann Dunham-a white atheist from Wichita, Kansas-at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Obama, Sr. and Dunham divorced when Barack, Jr. was two.

Obama's spinmeisters are now attempting to make it appear that Obama's introduction to Islam came from his father and that influence was temporary at best.

In reality, the senior Obama returned to Kenya immediately following the divorce and never again had any direct influence over his son's education.

Dunham married another Muslim, Lolo Soetoro who educated his stepson as a good Muslim by enrolling him in one of Jakarta's Wahabbi schools. Wahabbism is the radical teaching that created the Muslim terrorists who are now waging Jihad on the industrialized world.

Since it is politically expedient to be a Christian when you are seeking political office in the United States, Obama joined the United Church of Christ to help purge any notion that he is still a Muslim”.

So the first thing I did was to check this bit of potential bias out on www.urbanlegends.com.  Not that they have a hotline to Heaven, because I have found them a tad wanting on a couple issues in the past. Like anyone else, they have their own agenda that they subscribe to. I should note that the above emailed report was copied almost verbatim on Urban Legends where it was credited to one “Bill W.” I suggest you check out Urban Legends yourself and see their entire take on the matter.

On one hand, I found their report was a reasonable attempt at fairness. However they also had to make as many assumptions on his positive credibility as others, who [with perhaps as many facts in their files as Urban Legends] have had to make on where Obama’s loyalties may end up in 4 years time?  So the bottom line ends up with:  “Who knows?”

If it wouldn’t be for all the other landslide allegiance to global Islam, perhaps no one would even blink.  But blinking they are, like cameras at a Hollywood Oscars night!

 “Innocent until proven guilty” is of noble aspirations, but on September 11, 2001 nineteen non-conformists and their myriad of Islamist masters changed all this, and the governments of the globe are still in a lethal slumber on how to amend all of this in order to stay alive for the next round of political chess.

Urban Legends labeled their sober analysis of the above email as FALSE. 

But wait a minute! Some of it was false. But the major chronology of it was as true as true could be! For the body of its implications, the jury is still out—way out. This is not a court case to send someone to jail. This is a confidence probe whether you can actually trust someone enough to look after your valuables for the next 4 years.

Bill Gates has a paltry 28 billion to worry about until he departs.  But I have 12 neat grandkids to think about for generations to come!

After a realistic attempt to give Obama the benefit of the doubt on a number of the email author’s concerns that had no immediate proof, Urban Legends gave no reciprocal margin on what might actually be true after all!  They totally ignored the incredible risk on a high statistical probability that the fears are anything but groundless. Instead their parting shot was: “I'd be tempted to dismiss it as paranoid lunacy if it weren't so obviously a crass, politically motivated smear.”  

Try to explain that “paranoid lunacy” bit to the survivors of the 3000 victims of 911; or to the thousands blown up in Iraq suicide ventures; the further thousands of Jews that have been blown up by other suicide bombers including a girl who packs a bomb on her belly to fake a pregnancy. This crowd has no scruples and a candidate for the US Presidency [or Senate!] requires a bit more scrutiny than the caliber that a lunatic media [speaking of lunacy] is capable of providing. 

But for a politically motivated smear, you can knock that one off immediately. The people who express most concern want Hillary like they want Alzheimer’s—even though the upcoming election could well be one to encourage forgetting!

Then Urban Legends even did come up with one other outright boo-boo that was as far-out as an Antarctic ice shelf. To make sure of Obama’s “untainted” early educational junket in Jakarta, they sent CNN to verify the passivity of the Islamic School where he attended as a youngster. By sheer miracle, I chanced to see the clip of that CNN interview here in Australia. The current deputy headmaster assured CNN that neither young Obama nor the school itself was into Wahabbism (Read: terrorist training) then or now. Neither CNN nor Urban Legends explained how the deputy could possibly have known that after all these decades had flown by. Never mind.  CNN always has had a unique way to produce unbelievable facts! 

So it is irony of ironies!  What farmer of sober senses would send his pet fox out to the hen house to find out what the ruckus is all about?  What honest analyst would ever send CNN off to Jakarta to identify a terrorist school?  These media clowns [and their comrades in arms at BBC, Reuters and AFP] can’t even locate terrorists in Gaza—nobody here but us militants!

As Colin Powell once said, “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter”

Is there a realist in the house?  The deck is stacked my friends.  The deck is tragically stacked.

But look, as for the young Senator himself, I have no idea what he may or may not have on the back burner for a few years down the line. Unfortunately neither does anyone else.  He’s a church member, so what else is new? Meanwhile, the tsunami of pro-Islamist sentiment from a media gone mad in the 5 years since 911 is downright chilling! 

Finally, copied below is one more email with supplementary data that we received, initially issued on What's My Line—The Obama Game Show - by Bill Wilson, Senior Analyst for Bill Koenig’s International News (KIN) that is accessed on http://www.watch.org. His relationship with the churches in question has not been checked out, but the credibility of Koenig’s books and related research as a White House based correspondent gives little reason for question.

WASH—Jan 15—KIN-- He was born of a Muslim father and an atheist mother, who in his own words was "a lonely witness for secular humanism, a soldier for New Deal, Peace Corps, and position paper liberalism." She divorced when he was two years old and remarried another Muslim living in Indonesia, where the young man was educated in Catholic and Muslim schools in one of the most radical Islamic countries in the world. Though his father and stepfather were both Muslim, he tries to mitigate their religion by saying that by the time his mother married them, they had become atheists. After he was ten years old, he mostly was raised by his atheist grandparents. 

The New York Daily News reports that he changed his life in his junior year of college at Columbia: he said he stopped doing drugs, ran three miles a day, and "He went to socialist conferences at Cooper Union and African cultural fairs in Brooklyn and started lecturing his relatives..." After graduating Columbia and then Harvard, he began working in Chicago supporting social programs. He recruited a local United Church of Christ Church on a government-sponsored community outreach. Around 1988, he joined the church because, he says, "that religious commitment did not require me to suspend critical thinking, disengage from the battle for social justice, or otherwise retreat from the world that I knew and loved." 

The United Church of Christ is not to be confused with the "Church of Christ." The United Church of Christ, however, supports homosexual marriage, abortion, environmental justice, globalism, the International Criminal Court, the Palestinian movement and believes that Israel is illegally occupying the covenant land. The UCC seems to conveniently justify and legitimize his beliefs that social progressivism is equal to Christ and he writes in his memoirs that his own salvation was not an "epiphany." He reasoned after his daughter asked about life after death, "I wasn't sure what happens when we die, any more than I was sure where the soul resides or what existed before the Big Bang." 

His name is Barak Hussein Obama. And he is running for President. He is courting evangelical Christians from the pulpit at Rick Warren's Saddleback church and by using public proclamations reported in the news media. A few Christians are saying he is a Democrat that evangelical Christians can support. Many have suggested that his Islamic and atheist upbringing combined with his social progressive membership in the United Church of Christ make him an outstanding presidential candidate. Others believe he may be a threat to the national security. Will the real Obama please stand up?”

Bill Wilson, Senior Analyst for Bill Koenig’s International News

In one last sobering question:  Will the kings of the earth ever sit down to a meal of humble pie and confess that democracy has no current answers to maniacs who worship death, and get to work crafting a few new laws if not entire constitutions? Or is it that the Almighty has finally blown the whistle on a corrupted society long since sunk beneath the mire of no return? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
