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The internet of course is global, but probably up to 40% 0f my readers would be Americans.  Most of these would be very patriotic, reasonably pro-Israel and of Bible oriented backgrounds.  Good people!  And there's no question but that God has blessed their nation massively, and not the least for their multi-faceted support of Israel. God’s Genesis 12 promise to Abram is:  “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse...”  Let's hope that in the light of last month's connived treachery in Annapolis for an “assisted suicide” of Jerusalem, it will not reverse the former days of God’s favour!

But that also leaves the solid majority of readers from the rest of the globe who may not be all that interested in whoever may be buying up banks and business interests in the USA. Some folks chalk that up to jealousy. I really doubt it. It's just that people everywhere like to be their own people. 
Regardless, I am compelled to get people everywhere to think—to think God, to think Bible, to think on the accuracy of the ancient Hebrew prophets, to think from their own unique corner. But that's not always easy. It may come as a surprise to some that not everyone sees the world through their own particular lenses. And that includes the way the Almighty views the whole scenario. See Psalm 50:21 for example.

So who from distant shores does actually care a whit about who is buying up “blue-chip” America... whatever that means to the masses? 

Well first of all, American herself should wake up, while everyone else should care as well. In my May 2007 bulletin, I have written about the significance of biblical reference to "The Nations".  Moreover, being the major superpower (at the moment), it's safe to say, “As goes the USA to divine scrutiny, so must go The Nations."  
So let's all pay attention!

Some 40 years ago I remember Billy Graham saying of the perversion of morality in the USA, "If God doesn't judge America soon; He's going to have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!"

Now look at the scene!  In just 4 decades it's been a downward slide from congressmen to clergymen (i.e.  from king to priest in biblical jargon) to get accustomed to dirty hands—and decadent deeds!

Back to blue-chip considerations: 

In the news last week we read that the USA national debt was growing at $1 million a minute: 
"Like a ticking time bomb, the national debt is an explosion waiting to happen. It's expanding by about $1.4 billion a day or nearly $1 million a minute. What's that mean to you? It means almost $30,000 in debt for each man, woman, child and infant in the United States."

Now that's too big to boggle most brains, so it must not be too important!  

Just like drifting over the Niagara Falls is not too important!  So non-Niagara swimmers take note!

But there were also 2 other jarring articles last week that are most worthy of our attention: 

Bedouin Darkness Spreads with Oil Money, NY Sun, Youssef Ibrahim, 29.11.07  

An excerpt from this  one is: [Underlining is mine].

"Do American institutions want to snuggle up with Saudi Arabia and its Dark Age values?

"They had better think this one through as a tidal wave of money from Saudi Arabia - as well as Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Kuwait - is crashing into these shores and buying up American assets.

"They should expect no free lunches. These failed governments are buying America's silence and its implied acquiescence to barbaric.

"First, the numbers: 

1. The United Arab Emirates, a tiny enclave of a half million natives and no rule of law has purchased significant chunks of American banks (including Citibank), ports, and airport facilities.

2. Kuwait, the country we saved from Saddam's clutch, is deploying a war chest of $300 billion as its Neanderthal Parliament strives to reinstate flogging and decapitation and to annul the recently granted right of women to vote.

3. Qatar, the proprietor of the anti-Semitic, anti-American Al-Jazeera network, is piling up $300 billion, buying stakes in Europe's third-largest stock market, the London Stock Exchange, and pumping money into Carnegie Mellon, Cornell Medical College, Texas A&M, and Virginia Commonwealth University.

4. And the mother of Islamofascism, Saudi Arabia, where 200 senior royals of the ruling family are playing with several billion each and buying up stakes in strategic companies such as Disney and Apple, and Citibank, too, and using the rest of the oil bonanza to fund madrassas, militant mosques, and theological institutes across America and Europe.

"The money-seduction tactic has worked in Britain well over the past three decades, transforming whole segments of the British Muslim population into Wahhabi militants, amply evidenced by recent subway bombings as well as the number of women in burkas strolling through the streets of London. The purchase of the British government's silence was dramatically evident in Prime Minister Blair's decision to shut down an investigation into allegedly huge bribes paid to the Saudi royal family...

... But Arabian oil money imported by Citibank and other titans of American industry deeply compromises our values and buys our silence."

The rest is must-read as well. Here's the URL:  Bedouin Darkness Spreads with Oil Money

Another one is: Adapting Finance to Islam, NY Times, Wayne Arnold - Nov 22, 2007

Here's a sample:  [Again, underlining mine].

"KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia - Rising oil wealth is lifting Islamic banking - banking that adheres to the laws of the Koran and its prohibition against charging interest - into the financial mainstream.

"Big banks, including Citigroup, HSBC and Deutsche Bank, as well as financial capitals like London, Tokyo and Hong Kong, are all going into the Islamic banking business. An estimated 300 Islamic financial institutions hold at least $500 billion in assets, an amount that is increasing more than 10 percent a year.

"In addition to Islamic loans, there are Islamic bonds, Islamic credit cards and even Islamic derivatives. Loans and bonds that conform to the Koran are already available in the United States. Britain, Japan and Thailand are contemplating issuing Islamic bonds of their own.

"In Islamic banking, financiers are required to share borrowers' risks, meaning that depositors are treated more like shareholders, earning a portion of profits. Financing deals resemble lease-to-own arrangements, layaway plans, joint purchase and sale agreements, or partnerships.

"This is an industry on its way from a niche industry to becoming a truly global industry," said Khawaja Mohammad Salman Younis, the managing director for operations in Malaysia for Kuwait Finance House... "In the next three to five years you'll see Islamic banks coming out in Australia, China, Japan and other parts of the world."

"The stampede into Islamic finance is mostly an effort to tap an estimated $1.5 trillion of funds sloshing around the Middle East, largely from higher oil prices. While a lot of this oil money was parked in the United States, Britain and Switzerland before Sept. 11, 2001, bankers say many wealthy Arabs are investing closer to home... At the same time, many Middle Eastern investors are eager to capitalize on Asia's breakneck growth.

"By some estimates, as much as $800 billion of Arab money has moved from the United States and Europe to other regions. Those investments have helped ignite an economic revival throughout the Muslim world at a time of increasing religious conservatism among Islam's 1.6 billion faithful...

"Clearly, faith is not the only thing driving the market. At Kuwait Finance House's Malaysian unit, Mr. Younis said, 40 percent of its depositors and 60 percent of its borrowers are non-Muslims...

...Mr. Ong-Yeoh (Malaysian public relations executive) feels the same. "It's just taking advantage of the system," he said. After taking out an Islamic loan for his home, he took another for his car."

Read the rest on the URL:  Adapting Finance to Islam

Clearly, some of this may be a bit over the heads of many non-financial folks. But the bottom line is that 9-11 and the 12 Muslim paramilitary (non-profit and tax-free) training camps dotted across the USA are hardly the only game in town that fosters global domination on Islamic drawing boards. Global financial influence is another prime component, and their takeover target is a mere four more decades off. (Re those US-based paramilitary camps, see my May 2007 Israel and the Nations bulletin: Whodunit or Whorunzit? )

Since Christmas is just a few days down the track, I don't mean to disturb the ecstasy of anyone's holiday shopping spree, except to remind you that there are a lot more global shopping issues lurking in mega-finance than what to buy Auntie Agnes for Christmas!  

So what's the message?  

True identity with the original Gift of Christmas has an eye (actually, both eyes) on the signs of the times, as massive political posturing in Jerusalem and environs (obviously oblivious to the Kings of the Earth), clearly signals Messiah’s impending promise to return.

Auntie Agnes and the tinsel are nothing more than a sinister smokescreen to fog the Grand Finale.
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