Who Is America’s Best Friend?
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Lord Palmerston proposed the principle for international relations that "Nations have no permanent friends…they only have permanent interests."

In the Bible however, God does not just say "nations" but "the nations."  Now that's a tiny literary add-on with a monumental shift of meaning. When God speaks of the nations, His meaning is not of their relationships with one another - i.e. international relations; His concern is of their collective attitude toward  HIM.

Palmerston's principle, therefore, would biblically read: "The Nations have no permanent friends; they only have permanent interests."  What's the difference? Plenty!  Friends will change; interests are cast in stone. Wealth and power is the unchanging god of the nations. The Ancient of Days is not in the equation.

The most repeated prophetic concept in the Hebrew Scriptures (some 80 times) is:

       Then will you know that I AM the Lord.    
       Then will they know that I AM the Lord.
       Then will Israel know that I AM the Lord.
       Then will Egypt know that I AM the Lord.

But the most repeated summary verse of this entire list of 80 proclamations: Then will "the nations" know that I AM the LORD.

The repetition of the prophets was to drive home once and for all that the Abba of Abraham wanted His family of redemption not to be like the nations. Israel and gentile 'family' in the nations are not to be like the nations.

Israel time and again never seemed to get the point.  One can be forgiven to wonder if the Gentile side of the Olive Tree even got that far!

So with that in mind, let's carry on with America's best friend (what other superpower better represents all nations) and Palmerston's principle of international relationships. 

Israel would like to think they might have a special spot with the globe's greatest superpower, but these days the God-fearing among them know better. Israel's politicos on the other hand seem to be playing a sort of political video game called "Friends and Interests" and appear to be doing as well as any other professional Pharaoh. Let's look at some recent reports and happenings.  

One recent article, "Diplomacy: Dangerous Liaisons?" by Herb Keinon in the August 10 Jerusalem Post, reported on the International Conference that President Bush (along with Condi) has planned for November to force a "two state solution" [read: terror state solution] upon Israel. Except for Washington, few have any hope for its success. There already has been a "Palestinian State" created in 1921 that the British named Jordan even though it was  some 70% Palestinian and its king and entourage were a corresponding minority from Saudi Arabia. 

Unfortunately due to Arab "interests" G.W. was the first US President to suggest (aloud) that slicing up the land one additional time was a good idea. But the idea was neither new nor brilliant. Prophet Joel even mentioned it some time ago in Joel 3:2:

"I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment with them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land."

And then to get his good friends the Saudis to participate, G.W. even offered them a juicy bonus of $20 billion in an arms deal to shoot at Uno Hu. By the way, "hu" in Hebrew means 3rd person-male-singular. That couldn't be a double reference to a Patriarch named Jacob, could it? [If you don't get that one, you're not Jewish, so just read on!]

Keinon's whole article is worth reading if you want to get a better insight into Joel chapter 3. You can look it up on: Diplomacy:Dangerous Liaisons? and scroll down the left-hand column.

Another article entitled, "Strange Bedfellows" by one Bret Stevens is also worth looking up: Strange Bedfellows  It's more about Washington's $20 billion bonus to the Saudis for being good buddies (i.e. good mates in Aussie).  Remember no friends, just interests!

The Saudi's, of course, are probably the most community minded contributors to the Middle East "peace" process, you can imagine! They have provided 45% of the suicide bombers for Iraqi stability which collectively amounted to some 2000 deaths in the past 6 months. Interesting enough, however, the Saudi hierarchy refuses to touch anything that appears to relate to the new Iraqi government that the US would like to paste together. It shouldn't take a plate glass window to see through that one, or a PhD in Political Science to decide whether these guys would make better friends or interests!  Nor dare we forget that it was the heartfelt sacrifice to the "interests" of America that, of the 19 "infrequent flyers" of 911, fifteen were Saudi Arabia's loyal "martyrs". 

Another article that also tells it like it is: "Saudi Arabia: the Islamist Cage" by Youssef Ibrihim, speaks of the Saudi's compassionate care offered to the "homeless", to such as the Horror Monster of Uganda, Idi Amin, Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif and the leadership of Egypt's militant Muslim Brotherhood, exiled of course because of their instigation of terror and evil in their home countries. The Brotherhood predictably returned to Egypt after Nasser's death in 1970, and have been inching toward violent overthrow of Egypt's so-called "moderates" ever since.

Moreover, from Saudi Arabia flows their own alternate brand of austere Islam which since the late 90's horrendously infiltrated into Egypt, Pakistan, Somalia, the Philippines, Chechnya, Bosnia and Kosovo. I have personally followed the final four on this list with specific in-depth research, and the Saudis have had a hefty influence in all of these upheavals. Again you can see a full report on Saudi Arabia: The Islamist Cage.

Of course, you must have known of the recent warning to travellers by Saudi immigration.  Anyone entering their infidel-free domain will have such immoral articles as Bibles, crosses of any kind, prayer books, Magen (Star) of David necklaces confiscated and destroyed.  So you have a "democratic" choice. You can either get your Bible burned or you don't go there. Actually, I don't see that one as an overly difficult decision! 

Unfortunately, I also have a file bulging with articles on the intimate long-term friendships --  both financial and personal -- of the Bush Dynasty with Saudi Arabian oil "interests" and even a few related Nazi-era linkages going back to GW's grandfather. It's made some uneasy reading over the years, particularly when one would presume and hope for far better things. 

But to keep the State Department on par with the Whitehouse, it's only fair to note that those Saudi princes are not so narrow as to bestow all their attention on only one family. America has the only Secretary of State on the globe that has had a Saudi-serving Chevron oil tanker named after her. This is absolute fact, and undoubtedly many of you have known this before. The ship's name was changed after she got her new job, but no one has ever owned up to who ordered the change nor why!

But hold it! This whole thing is not about one nasty Bible-burning, Jew-hating nation that has not in 59-years diplomatically recognized the new born State of Israel. And it is very uncertain, that these charitable Saudis will even show up at George and Condi's International Conference in November to help coerce a Palestinian State. It would be a nasty trick to con these peace-loving Princes into sitting down with Jews! That paltry door prize of $20 billion would be hardly worth it.

But this bulletin is not about those guys.  They are only being what Genesis 16:11-12 tells us what they would be. It's an ironic twist that these less than likables seem to fill their prophetic roles with far more accuracy than many Christians fill theirs!

But it is about all the nations who will eventually, painfully discover that He is the Lord. 

So who is America's best friend? Do you own a kaleidoscope -- you know, one of those kids' toys before Nintendo? To see a classic symbolism of changing friendships of the globe, peek into one of those!  

And then reflect for a few moments on what the permanent interests of the nations may happen to be?
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