Katrina’s Days are Numbered



2 September 2005

There’s been some grim news in recent days in both Gush Katif—the Israeli portion of Gaza—and New Orleans and her neighbors.

I don't go for half-baked comparisons and knee-jerk judgments for those who like to play God and second-guess the meanings of any and all catastrophes. But I do take very seriously, the biblical "two or three witness principle" [or in this case some 30 parallel observers’ testimonies], in addition to some telling statistics. In over 45 years of pioneer ministry from Papua New Guinea to Jerusalem we have observed a multiplicity of miracles, which have been well outside the pale of coincidence. The unfailing test of a miracle is neither spooky nor magic. Rather it is when the Almighty makes a mockery out of scientifically garnered statistics, and displays His expertise well outside of the limits of human error. 

And then there is also that still, small voice that at specific times [read: moments of truth] shouts ever so loudly: "I told you so!"

Katrina has devastated the wretched, the miserable and the helpless of New Orleans. All hearts go out to them. But another flood of emails have been coming in with the chilling parallel of the man-made heartbreak of Gush Katif. The following report is a most unique one, but also one of the shortest. And for certain, it is one of the most biblically oriented, and the least possible politically manipulated voices that have come in to our files.

It's from the website of one Rabbi Lazer Brody, an Orthodox Jew, who concludes:

" ….8,500 Jews evacuated from Gaza - 850,000 Americans forced to flee their homes in Louisiana, Condoleezza Rice's home state".  Hmmm.  As we say in Hebrew, "Lo Miqrei" … no coincidence … "Rac mi Hashem" … only from Hashem."  [Ha Shem is the Hebrew euphemism for "The Name", which avoids using the name of God directly in the event it may be said too lightly in deference to the 3rd Commandment]. 

I was not sent his website, presuming the reason is that it may have been in Hebrew.  He writes "Katrina's Message" below before she actually hit the Gulf Coast:

"Rebbe Nachman of Breslev teaches that we must constantly search for the Divine message in all the events of our lives, since Hashem speaks to us by way of our environment.

"At the time of this writing, hurricane Katrina has been declared a national emergency in the USA; her winds now exceed 175 mph (nearly 300 km/hour). She's a mere one hundred miles from the US coast, and approaching at a foreboding 13 miles per hour. Authorities in Louisiana have ordered hundreds of thousands of people to flee from their homes.

"Katrina is hitting just as the bulldozers are completing the destruction of Gush Katif. The [sages] teach that Hashem administers the world according to the "ATFAT" principle, in other words, "a turn for a turn"…My heart tells me that there's a link between the forced expulsion of 8500 people from their blood, sweat, and tear-soaked homes in Israeli Gaza and between the nearly 850,000 people [obviously an early estimate] who are forced to flee from their homes in Louisiana. 

Sharon, at the prodding of the American government, has destroyed hallowed centers of prayer, Torah learning, and settlement in the Land of Israel. Hashem isn't wasting much time in showing His wrath. In fact, Katrina has chosen Ms.. Rice's home state as a target; I humbly believe that the unfortunate people of Louisiana can blame Mr. Bush and Ms. Rice for their misfortune. This is a classic ATFAT situation: He who creates exiles in the Holy Land, will have a hundred-fold exiles in his own land".

Rabbi Lazar Brody continues on with the most uncanny of all his observations. In Hebrew each letter of the alphabet has a numerical value that has a depth of significance especially in biblical research. I have researched this phenomenon myself in studying the book on the Bible Code written some years ago [the code itself differs somewhat from the numerical values analysis] and some of the results are absolutely mind-boggling, as they are below. This is not hocus-pocus; it is not some kind of occult or Kabala. It is numerical Hebraic patterns in words and Scripture and it is awesome. Lazar Brody's report continues:

Katrina, written...in Hebrew, has a numerical equivalent of 374. Two relevant passages in Torah share the exact numerical equivalent of 374 also: [Hebrew for] "They have done you evil" (see Gen. 50:17), and [Hebrew for] "The sea upon land" (see Exodus 14:15). The former passage may be an indication as to the spiritual cause of Katrina, while the latter passage describes the physical manifestation.

Mr. Bush and Ms. Rice, I implore you to repent, to ask Hashem's forgiveness for destroying a flourishing part of Israel. Cancel all your demands for further territorial concessions in Israel. If by your initiative more Jews are rendered homeless, G-d forbid, I shudder to think of what could happen. Please take Katrina very seriously, for she is a no-nonsense messenger from The Almighty."

Remember this is but one of a tide of very similar articles that have been coming in, particularly with documented verification of American instigation and pressure behind the whole Gush Katif affair. But this one is the most unique one in that it was begun before Katrina hit, it presented the 8500 to 850,000 ratio, but most chilling of all, were the comparative numerical values of the name Katrina together with the identical numerical value of the two noted Bible passages. Nor can the complexity of the numbering system be made to "fit" at a whim.

And finally my own added witness on the English side of the matter, as linguist and former Bible Translator -- in English, "Katrina" and "Katif" are what we call cognates [comparable roots] in linguistics!

Unfortunately the aftermath of Gush Katif has yet to unfold, and the same might be said for Katrina's wake from the present incomprehensible wanton human suffering to fuel prices to whatever lasting devastation it makes to the global economy.

When will the world's politicians -- left, right or center -- learn? More likely it’s when will they care? When will we learn?

You know, I speak in churches, I go to old friends, I go to new friends and I go from nation to nation and conference to conference. Unfortunately, some people still don't seem to get it. Some folks remark about my "devotion" to Israel as something above and beyond the pale; others pledge prayer for Israel as if they were doing me a favor—or Israel a favor for that matter.

Let me tell you, if you pray for Israel you're actually including prayer for yourself. According to the Hebrew Prophets, the Messiah of Israel will be coming back not to a well-tended Garden of Eden, but to a fairly grim scenario in a Jerusalem at war. Nor is this to neglect the corresponding violence and anarchy worldwide. So fasten your seatbelt. It looks to be getting much worse before it gets glowingly Messianic!


Shalom in the coming Messiah, 

Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries.

