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I never thought we'd see the day…

.... when a secular end-time Israel would have a more corrupt government than the Ahab-Jezebel combo of 1 Kings 16:29-34. Read also the following 4 chapters to pick up on the demise of those days. 

.... when there could be a more scary option than a Clinton replay for the White House! At least in those days you could count on a Bible for inaugurations instead of the Koran! Why Bill even carried one to church for TV opts!

... when a decadent worldview suggests that Sodom and Gomorrah was a shady glade in the Garden of Eden.

... and on a positive note, when a former Stone Age culture shames the mentality of a humanistic Western world much like that lone handwriting on the wall in the flickering light of a drunken orgy in Daniel 5.

Let’s pick up on this last one first. 

We just returned from 5 weeks of intense ministry in once Stone Age Papua New Guinea. But today, their current insights into the chaos of an Israel ripe for repentance quite surpasses the understanding of the average Westerner who couldn't care less for what happens outside his self-centered circle. And this apathy unfortunately includes the fate of the Jew of biblical renown, now standing in the lengthen
ing shadows of Holocaust II.

At our first mass open-air meeting we spoke to some 5000 eager listeners; 8000 at another on a grassy natural amphitheatre much like Matthew 5; and yet another 3-day series of 9 meetings total with some 6000 souls cramming into a massive "bush" auditorium for multiple hours of "open-heart" worship, plus an added hour of teaching. And then there were additional thousands at smaller meetings punctuating the available intervals of time.

Something is certainly happening in a Jerusalem-focused Pacific!  Ironically, there is a collage of at least 10 references in Isaiah alone to the end-of-days oriented Islands of the Sea. But not only is this noteworthy in an Israel-responsive Pacific, but throughout much of a God-hungry Third World as well. Unfortunately, too much of the Hellenized world is far too busy with more pressing problems of survival in a tsunami of materialism to take much notice of a Creator requiring accountability.

Numerous issues worthy of biblically prophetic note in the Middle East continued to flow into our files when we were away. These touched on the demonic resurrection within the haunts of ancient Babylon (Iraq that is), to the blood lust reappearing (Jewish blood for sure) of wicked Haman of Persian notoriety (Iran, of course). Indeed, King Solomon, "Nothing is new under the sun! "

Perhaps the most comprehensive and all-inclusive report of the above, are 3 brief articles that appeared in the most recent Bridges for Peace News Update of Jan 20.

We start with excerpts from an article by Joel C. Rosenberg, from 14 Jan 2007 that can be found on: http://m1e.net/c?4405285-y8kby1nmJtB5.%402193619-oe6xrKp.Tblhc 

Bush Speech Seen as Preparing for War with Iran

(Jerusalem, Israel) - "Our best-case scenario is for missiles to be hitting us in the next year or two. Either the West goes to war to stop Iran from going nuclear, and Iran fires conventional missiles at us in retaliation, or the West waits too long and Iran launches a nuclear first strike at us. Either way, a terrible war is coming. It cannot be avoided."

That's the sobering assessment a senior Israeli political leader shared with me over breakfast this week.

In that context, US President George W. Bush's recalibrated Middle East strategy is resonating positively here [i.e. Israel]. The combination of 20,000 more US troops in Iraq, a second US nuclear-powered aircraft carrier headed toward the Persian Gulf, the buildup of more anti-missile batteries near Iran, and a flat-out rejection of appeasement talks with Iran and Syria indicates that the White House is not only serious about defeating the forces of radical Islam in and around Baghdad, but may in fact be gearing up for a military showdown with Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and his fanatic disciples in 2007…. But there is no question that the Arab and Iranian press are interpreting the president's moves as a step toward war.

I've been in Israel for the past 10 days filming an "Epicenter" documentary for network broadcast and nationwide release later this year. Picking up on the themes from the book, the film will focus on the urgency of the Iranian nuclear threat; how Shiite eschatology is driving Iranian foreign policy; why Russia is selling Iran missiles, submarines, and nuclear technology; the differences between Islamic conceptions of end-time prophecy and Judeo-Christian expectations of the last days; and how evangelical Christians and Israeli Jews can work together in light of this common enemy.

This week, I conducted exclusive interviews with Benjamin Netanyahu, former prime minister and current Likud leader; Natan Sharansky, former deputy prime minister and founder of OneJerusalem.org; Moshe Ya'alon, former Israel Defense Forces chief of staff; and Dore Gold, former Israeli Ambassador to the UN, president of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, and author of the forthcoming book, "The Fight For Jerusalem."

I asked Netanyahu how much time the West has to stop Ahmadinejad. "Not much," he said, noting that when he was prime minister both India and Pakistan tested nuclear weapons to the shock of all Western intelligence agencies and that Iran could be much closer to getting the bomb than anyone realizes. "Nothing else matters-not Iraq, not the peace process with the Palestinians-if Iran is allowed to obtain nuclear weapons. They must be stopped."

Sharansky warned that action needs to be taken in 2007, or it could be too late. Ambassador Gold told me that Ahmadinejad’s cult of "Twelvers"-Shiites feverishly preparing for the coming of the Twelfth Imam, or the "Mahdi"-recently claimed to have pre-positioned sleeper cells of Mahdi warriors in Jerusalem and that Messianic fever is sweeping the Shiite crescent from Iran and southern Iraq to Lebanon.

So writes Joel Rosenberg.

And there was also the reappearance of Russia to the global stage in a report by Middle East Newsline on 17 Jan 2007:

Russia Announces TOR Delivery to Iran

MOSCOW - Russia has announced deliveries of anti-aircraft systems to Iran. The Russian defense ministry said Moscow has exported the TOR-M1 surface-to-air missile system to Iran. The ministry said Iran was considering another order of the mobile, short-range anti-aircraft system. "We have supplied the modern short-range anti-aircraft systems TOR-M1 in accordance with our contracts," Russian Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov said on Tuesday [January 16].

The TOR-M1, developed by Russia's Almaz-Antei, was said to be capable of destroying manned and unmanned aircraft as well as cruise missiles. The system, introduced in 2005, could destroy two targets simultaneously at an altitude of 6 kilometers [3.7 miles]. Almaz said the TOR-M1 could identify up to 48 targets simultaneously.

Are we ready for all of this?

And then have you heard what "Bible-lovin" Jimmy Carter has been up to lately? Here's a report by Stan Goodenough, Jerusalem Newswire, 14 Jan 2007, on Carter's recent book. Unfortunately Jimmy's opinions were a big lacking on any serious concepts from the Holy Writ!

Carter's Colleagues See the Light

Former US President Jimmy Carter has unmasked himself, revealing a strong bias against Israel and, by so doing, disillusioning growing numbers of people, including 14 members of his advisory board who last Thursday [January 11] resigned en masse.

The resignation was the latest in a series of repercussions felt by Carter since publishing his patently prejudiced new book, "Palestine, Peace Not Apartheid." In their letter of resignation, the Carter Center advisers-whose advice Carter may now wish he had heeded-chastised the ex-president for having "clearly abandoned [his] historic role of broker in favor of becoming an advocate for one side."

They meant the "Palestinian" side, and they were clearly right about that. What they were wrong about was the shift. Carter has always been pro-Arab. Those saying so in the past have simply not been taken seriously.

For decades, the peanut farmer from Georgia portrayed himself-and was sycophantically portrayed by the media-as a reputable and honest peacemaker. He ensured that he would earn that reputation by having his administration craft the agreement signed between Israel and Egypt in 1978. That treaty purposefully contained the seeds that would grow into the land-for-peace process between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs.

Many Israelis trusted Carter. So did many of Israel's friends, though not the more careful ones. Already then there were those who knew that Carter had Arab creditors. And shortly after assuming the presidency, he reneged on a predecessor's promise to sell advanced F-15 fighter jets to Israel.

It was the Carter administration which, in the words of Shmuel Katz, an adviser to former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, "launched a veritable propaganda campaign to spread the 'ruling' that Jewish settlement in the West Bank-that is, Judea and Samaria-and in the Gaza Strip were illegal (in addition to being an 'obstacle to peace')."

Carter has actively pushed forward the Palestinian state concept ever since. The Carter Center has monitored at least two elections in the Palestinian Authority areas and declared them "free and fair." In "Palestine, Peace Not Apartheid," he divulged what he tried to mask for so long. His confession is not being so gratefully received by everyone.

Judas sold his soul for 30 pieces of silver. Could we quip that that was peanuts as far as Carter was concerned! 

On the more sober side, Babylon, Nimrod, Persia, Haman, Russia, Carter, Condoleezza and Constantine --- who can blame them? It's most unusual for these kinds of Latter Day Pawns to put the prophecies of God ahead of Global Politics!

But we can, and we will, blame ourselves for missing any of our own end-of-the-road cues on our own personal performance.

If we're really honest, one more day that we thought we'd never see might be the biblically projected "Day of the Lord".  Looks like it could be a bit closer these days than most of us have been packing our bags for!
                                                                             Victor Schlatter, South Pacific Island Ministries
