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To answer the first question, Manasseh was probably the most arrogant and evil King that the kingdom of Judah ever had.  

I'll answer the second question at the end of the article.

So what despicable things did Manasseh do?

In 2 Kings 21:4, "He built altars (pagan) in the temple of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, 'In Jerusalem I will put my Name; v. 6, "He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists; v.16,"Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to end…", and much, much more. I suggest you read the whole of 2 Kings 20 to 21:18. You'll get the big picture. He was Judah's carbon copy of King Ahab who was the most vile king that Israel ever had before their ultimate exile into Assyria.

So much for Bible times!  Anyone who reads my books knows that one of my favorite quotes is from philosopher George Santayana: "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to relive it." And so it goes!

Yet there are some 94 prophecies in the Scriptures where God promised He would bring the exiles back in the end of days including Ezekiel 36:22-28, where He promises to sprinkle clean water on them along with a heart transplant, pour out His Spirit with corresponding forgiveness and redemption. The above text is especially significant, because it draws a firm line between God’s doing these things because of the “model” behavior of the sons of Abraham (both then and now) or doing it because of the infallibility of His own promises and purposes. Read the text!


So in backing up His prophets, the Most High began to bring the Jews back to their ancient homeland (which He had hand-picked for them, by the way) in the end of the 1800's with incredible pivotal miracles in 1948 and again in 1967.  Some of my readers wouldn't remember those miracle days, but I happened to be living and watching throughout that niche in history.

So with this king-tide of blessings upon the exiles during that time, what are the modern kings of Israel up to these days? Unfortunately, they are running scared from the Goliaths on one hand and offering sacrifices to the modern day kingpin Nebuchadnezzar’s on the other.  Secular Israel is so freaked out by inheriting the stigma of the sons of promise, they actually would rather give the place away to Moloch, than be labeled as God’s goody-goody boys by the Gentiles.  If they really thought it through, the godless side of the family probably wouldn’t have to worry too much about the stigma, but the God-fearing side already realizes that it’s a responsibility and not some fair-haired favoritism.  

Re the mention of Moloch, little has changed over the millennia. On one hand, if the Islamists "pass enough of their sons through the fire",  (I hope you know something of the meaning of that Bible expression) they might just cut back a bit in sending their shrinking supply of Moloch-minded boys into Jerusalem to blow-up more busses and restaurants! On the other, noting the current frenzied supply of suicide candidates, that ancient evil is not likely to change now either!

So let's look at what's been happening since that shameful expulsion of the God-fearing Jews from Gaza? Kassam missiles continue to rain down with increased impunity, fast food restaurants continue to be blown-up and international echoes have continued to call for Israel to be wiped off the map. Just yesterday the Hamas terrorists won the PA elections so they can now "democratically" massacre Jews [is there any other way to interpret the D-word?], and the king Ahab's and Manasseh's are looking for holes to hide!

In an ICEJ News report of January 10, "Five months since they were evacuated from their Gaza homes…25 percent of the former residents are still living in hotel rooms, dormitories and tents, according to a new report released Sunday. The report… paints a grim picture of their economic, emotional and family situations, charting a dramatic rise in the drug and alcohol use by teens...  According to the findings, more than 50% have yet to receive any compensation funds, and only some 120 of the 2,100 people who lost their jobs have found new ones." So much for the Israeli government’s clever Gaza trick against the terrorists by hiding their Jews in strange new places so they can't be attacked by their adversaries!

And this last week before the Hamas victory, the spotlight of misery has now swung from Gaza to Hebron -- the oldest Jewish city in the world.  It was first settled by Abraham (see Genesis 23) after a bona fide purchase from the sons of Heth.  In modern times the Arabs began attacking the Jewish community in Hebron in the 1929 massacre, and again in the massacres of 1936 and 1939, a few minor details that the news media doesn't bother telling us about!

A must see is a photo of Hebron Children demonstrating in Jerusalem: http://www.hebron.com/news/shootme.htm.  



It was issued by Chaim Tannen of the Hebron Press Office on 22 January when the children took to the streets in support of Deli Landau, a prominent mother of the Hebron community with 11 children.  She was arrested and incarcerated overnight, but the police somehow tenderly allowed her to keep her youngest infant with her! She continues under house arrest in Jerusalem away from her 10 other children. The police are now grouping to drive out the Hebron residents as they did in Gaza, but with much lower profile. But this time there also may be more resistance from hundreds of Gaza kids who are standing against some projected 3000 armed police and soldiers. They will have no homes to go to, and though vastly outnumbered, the kids promise a greater resistance than the pushover in Gaza. This is unbelievable in a professed "democratic" country, and even more so in a nation [at least half a nation] that prides themselves in a humane and sensitive approach to life.  Deli Landau's crime, by the way, was to refuse to show her Hebron "identity card" since they are using such means to divide and overcome the Hebron community in this next expulsion. She was told that they do not want her to be with her children lest they become corrupted as she is!

Tannen's report included: Yesterday, Israeli police chief Moshe Karadi, speaking on Israel television, said that he would not rule out using weapons during the planned expulsion of Hebron families from the Mitzpe Shalhevet neighborhood.

In reaction, a group of over 50 Hebron schoolchildren traveled to Jerusalem this morning and protested outside the police headquarters wearing bull's-eye targets saying, "Karadi Shoot Me."   Hebron leader Noam Arnon told journalists, "Karadi said he would shoot us, so we decided to make his life easier for him - we brought the children here - why should he have to trouble himself to come to Hebron to shoot them?"

It is true that this tactic shows a measure of "chutzpa" as it is expressed in Hebrew, but the religious communities in Judea and Samaria have little room to maneuver before they are driven into homelessness, from bona fide Jewish registered land at the behest of the current Islamist domination of the rest of Hebron, not to mention intense pressure from the USA and the EU. Their expulsion is anything but "democratic", but they catch precious little sympathy from Israel's far-left judicial system.  The Scriptures are replete with warnings from the Hebrew prophets against such antics, but lest we forget King Manasseh with whom we started, Jerusalem's kingmakers today seem to be no more impressed with the Good Book than he was. To continue with Tannen's report:

When the children arrived and lined up on the street outside the headquarters, a security agent appeared opposite them, carrying two weapons: an Uzi-gun, slung over his shoulder, and a drawn Gluck 9-mm pistol in his hand. A bystander standing at a bus stop told one of the Hebron participants: "I am here every day. Arab buses and Arab pedestrians use this road all the time, yet I've never seen a policeman here before. And this, an agent with his gun drawn…?"  And this for kids! Be sure to look up that URL on the Hebron children above.

Then there was the Jan. 18 article by www.israelnationalnews.com on the PA/PLO Arabs Call for a Return to Jaffa.  Now Jaffa is basically the southern third of Tel Aviv that is as Jewish as Brooklyn bagels, but the report went on to add the Israeli cities of Akko, Caesarea, Ashdod and Ashkelon to the PA's shopping list. Now this is hardly news to those who live in those parts, but it will have to be an astonishing revelation to global leaders (not the least the Whitehouse) that the Islamists prefer Jewish blood to any Western government there may be, unless it is one that gives them the freedom to kill Jews with a religious passion. It will be of interest to see how Hamas interprets "democratic freedoms" from here on in, and how the UN, the EU, and the US look the other way! The majority wins, right? Anyway, the Israel National News report concludes with a song by poet Muhammad Darwish, the darling of the Islamists, not to mention [it boggles the mind] the Israeli left: 

"The time has come for you [the Israelis] to leave. Live wherever you want, but just don't live among us. The time has come for you to leave. Die wherever you want, but don't die among us. We have the past here, and we have the present, the present and the future. Leave our land, our continent, our sea, our wheat, our salt, our wound. Everything! Leave our memory behind." 

I could go on with report after report of the deterioration of Jerusalem's moral leadership. I read one report that rated Israeli politicians as the second most corrupt in the world.  Not sure who won the number one slot, but most of us could suggest a few!  A different report noted [mind you I couldn't check this out, but where there is smoke, there is usually a bit of fire] that one third of Israel's Knesset members have been charged with some sort of illegal manipulations [i.e. indicted] but also with a number actually convicted!

It seems to matter not if God removes one defector from the resolve of David.  He is immediately replaced with a photocopy of lesser quality!  And we all want to know what on earth has happened to all these glorious expectations of Israel?

Well, there's one more Hebrew prophet named Zechariah whom I quote in these days even more than George Santayana. He lays it out clear in chapter 12 of his prophecy: Jerusalem is going to be ferociously attacked in the end of days, but will resist and stand triumphantly. [Joel Ch.2 and Isaiah Ch. 29 are parallel reinforcement.]  And he winds it up in chapter 14 and moves into the reign of Messiah:

2 I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped.  Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.  3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day of battle.  4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south…5 …then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with Him.  6 On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost.  7 It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime-a day known to the LORD.  When evening comes, there will be light. 8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter. 9 The LORD will be king over the whole earth.  On that day there will be one LORD, and His Name the only name. 

The good news that we can salvage is that the darker Israel's night, the brighter the Messiah's light will appear!

But the "why" of Manasseh might teach us something else. If you check out 2 Kings chapter 20 you will find that good King Hezekiah was on his deathbed and he begged God for a bit more time. God gave him 15 more years. In that 15 years Manasseh was born --- the most wicked King Judah ever had!

It behooves us to carefully weigh what we ask the Almighty in an effort to bypass the present pain!
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