7.071 It Seems Like We’ve Seen this Movie before?
In the last few weeks, we have been staggered by even more horrendous blood-letting in Gaza. Muslim against Muslim antagonists have literally been at one another’s throats, with rival terrorist gang members (read: Gaza politicians) having been drug into the streets, and assassinated center-stage at point blank range!  Violent gun battles of Arab against Arab, and rival Palestinians being bound hand and foot and hurled from high rise windows, emanated rivers of blood and more blood, grotesquely reflecting  to the world the mentality of violence that has been programmed  by one Yasser Arafat since the formation of the PLO in 1964. 

The chickens of Arafat’s call for a “million martyrs” have come to roost into the minds of young would-be suicide bombers since they were toddlers.  For anyone who knows the Bible, what has been happening in Gaza in the recent past ought to ring a bell.  Let’s look at a few instances.

First off, we can read about a young fellow named Gideon and the Midianites in the book of Judges.  After piling up sins for 40 years, Israel had a problem.  A few of them got around to having some mini-prayer meetings, so the Almighty tapped a less-than-likely lad whom He found hiding in a wine press, for their deliverer.  You can get the full story in Judges Chapter 7, but the end of the matter blossomed into the Lord’s way of settling scores.  Here it is in Judges 7:22:   

“When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The (Midianite) army fled…as far as the border of Abel Meholah...”

But that hardly happened only once.   Here’s another one from Saul and the Philistines from 1 Samuel 14:15-23.  It opens with verse 15: 

“Then panic struck the whole (Philistine) army—those in the camp and field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties—and the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God.”

and the tale comes to a head  in verse 20:

 “Then Saul and all his men assembled and went to the battle. They found the Philistines in total confusion, striking each other with their swords.”

So, if it worked twice already, why should the Ancient of Days waste time in going to plan B?  Let’s have a look at Judah’s King Jehoshaphat versus the Moabites and the Ammonites. 1 Chronicles 20:1-29 covers the story but verses 22-24 hits the highlights:

 “As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah and they were defeated.  The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them.  After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.  When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped.”

And here’s perhaps the best one of all (or should be) in the context of the Armageddon chapters of Ezekiel 38-39.  The whole context is worth review in case you haven’t read it for a while (or in case you have never read it at all!)  Bit of fireworks, it is.  Seems like it has been on the Creator’s drawing board for some time now, but in addition to the fire and brimstone from above and beyond, our key verse to tie in with the three self-destruct biblical scenarios (above), comes in verse 21 straight out of the Gaza 2007 Operations Manual:

 “I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD. Every man's sword will be against his brother.”

This is getting to be a habit, or is it what we had supposed to be a recent phenomenon of what has been labeled a copy-cat crime?  Copy-cat, bad habit or impaired imagination it doesn’t matter. They all died in opposing the Almighty’s agenda.

And then a close cousin to this whole setting of divine fratricide is the classic story of 4 lepers in Elisha’s time who stumbled on to a deserted Aramean Army Camp. That’s another name for Syria, of course. Their name changed, but not their demeanor. Unless you have been napping through the nightly news, you would have noticed that the Syrians are quite central to the entire Middle East scenario. Yet they have never perceived the point in nearly 3000 years (nor have any of their neighbors for that matter) that no matter how naughty Israel’s government becomes, the God of the Bible (to set Jacob apart from the local challengers) has His own plans for the region, and it’s not real healthy to try to change that.

But getting back to Elisha and the lepers, 2 Kings 7:6 is the punch line:

“…for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to one another, ‘Look, the king of Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!’”
The whole story is unique, and you’ll do yourself a major disservice if you don’t pick up on this classic Triumph-from-Above tale from 2 Kings 6:24 to 7:20. I suggest trading the worthwhile study for a bit of telly time.

And finally, the confrontation of King Hezekiah of Jerusalem by Sennacherib’s King of Assyria (Iraq to again update the geography) is one more, “I’ve seen this movie before.”

The scene moves from 2 Kings 18-17 through 19:37, and for those of you who like to peek at the end of the book first, I’ll help you.   2 Kings 19:35 says: 

“That night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies!”

For those of you too young to remember (or for those too far afield to catch the significance in those days), click onto the following read-only URL. It reviews the between-the-lines miraculous developments of the Six Day War in 1967. Though written in our times through secular eyes, the account will not escape a latter-day rerun of the ancient miracles from the Hebrew Scriptures. http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/The_Six_Day_War_Forty_Years_On.asp What couldn’t happen, did happen once more. It’s hardly from a dry, dust old Bible! 

Another recent URL for a 12 minute summary on the truth of the current Middle East conflict from 1948 until now is not only of historical value for the fallacy of the Islamic claims against Israeli ownership of the land, but again a sensitive between-the-lines Bible scholar will perceive the chain of the miraculous from all that we shared above from Gideon all the way up to Gaza.  http://www.terrorismawareness.org/what-really-happened  

The plot is still the same and the villain actors all still come from the same old biblical turf, except they don’t worship old Baal anymore.  They latched on to a new character that the politically correct media likes to call “God” but I’ll give you a clue, he isn’t!  Not by a country mile!

Unfortunately half of Israel isn’t doing much better on the spiritual plane.  They still worship an oldie—call him mammon.  Therefore, what’s happening in Israel these days isn’t because of an over abundance of righteousness, but because of a mix of the old Baal mentality of a lust for sex, money or prestige. Couple that with a latter-day frenzy for Baal’s new buddy and the whole place, it seems, is in as much turmoil as it ever was in Gideon’s time.

So that’s the latest insight into the some 3000-year Gaza saga including the last few weeks.  It might be of interest, however, that Jeremiah’s final prophetic reflection on the whole place in Jer. 47:5 is:

 “Gaza will shave her head in mourning…”

But there’s always good news with God, and it looks like it’s time for a reappearance of the Master Link in the long chain of history.

Brethren, this is no time to get nervous; it’s time to get excited with real goose bumps!  The script is running on course right down to the wire.

Isaiah 40:8 summarizes:  “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”
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